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ht it therefore 
more agr cable to yuun liking, to ſes the 
matter ſette plainely down, vnder ſuch 
oure ordinary and viuallphraſs; as the 
vulpariſortthathabe:affetiacolearne, 
might thereby: eee 
V hoj. ifindifferently e: as they :haue 
cauſe 22 ponder; deere 
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N it commeth ſo to paſt; that e be men either 1s, 
| eib parc in by vt ofes- 
CE n ret, and that it * fault very ea 1y commu= 
| SHEEN) W tb, ti intel eers of or; felner; ts the pub 

oed. the ene, and Ach. ge me of the 
| H irher a « thing without eat fe Nun, 
1 neither ſeeme t. adniſe thee, nn deter gane fi 

intreate thee, ta deeme any better of thu my labour, than th „ acer 
Vill fffer to giui thee lease: bit i ene well perſwalet Thier nd ft 
rence, will freely allewe thee thetlibertie of thy conſerece, tolike or miſe 
en at thy fleaſure. For divers and] varia! leere the bady wor: 
of nature " [exerall the oprntons that are ſcuerally nour iſbed, in bo- 
lies denided * In one ſhee plantetb ſuche a ſpirite if remperaunce, ther 
woindifferent dealing may moue him to. Hence: in another ſhe frameth 
reg motions, that eche thing miſlikes bym that falles net in 
s humor: thus hive anc fpectall matter nay be equally piled te the ple. 
jg of el men, 1 can gather no reaſon. Let eche man therfore beere the 
burthen of his fortune aud let uo man ſeem offended with that, which he 
cannot amende : for this is certaine, that manye among the refte are of 
condition fe frewarde,that the more they are intreated, the more vntra- 
Bablethey are founde, FF hoſe vaine reports teuching matters of knows 
ledge, a for the meſte parte they rather proceede, from the W 
their ewne natures, 2 from any certaine or iuſte occaſion ,ſo E, 
the care that ought in my indgement to bee taken of the ſame: Only this 
of all writers ought chiefly to be reg arded, to ſatiſfye the good opinion of = 
thee, that either for lone to the A uct hour, or fausur ts the matt 1 
are contented to confler eche thing to the beſt. of whyche number, dee- 
ming thee to be one, I betake thee my friende to the fausur of thy for- 
tune, and me thy welwviller,te the aduenture of thy courteſy 
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11s. Well mette aden The place of 
|| whence come you? EVDOXVS 9 
ace from. a place wherein A 
Ie but whether w Ine you?- LYS19- * b 
ers. — frende, fog" 
ane other ocaſion, but only to loke 
” | thee:foz thou art not ignozaunt, how 
All vll J may endure the want of thy c6- 
pany” — of thy vertue, and the ſingular 
ſirtnelle, of thy pleaſant behauioꝛ, I haue alwayes dearely - 
loned. 8 v DO X.' And J,ſuſpecting no leſſe than that whiche 
is hapned, made haft the ſoner to come abꝛoade, fearing that 
full hardly; thou wouldeſt elſe haue founde me, in the place 
where I was, But nowe, ſince thus by god foztune we are ſa 
well mette togither, determine J p2ay ther, with thy beſt ad⸗ 
uice, what way we ſhall take, to walke foꝛ our pleaſure, that 
in conference abꝛode we map debate of ſome matter, accoz- 
ding to our manner, LYSIP. Abyde a whyle B- 
doxus, (ee, this is god EV DOX. What is that? L Y- 
$1P vg. Behold, where our olde friende Tales: poſteth hy- 
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te onto hin —— v b. Alike m 
well, he 1s now at hand, vſe the matter therfoze, J:pzay — 
ſuch ſozt, he may be willing foꝛ c to accepte of the 
ſame, L Y s. em, raks whether walk pou? J wold haue ther 
my friend tu inderſtand. that we haue purpoſely 727 expected 
thy coming,foz this ws onty-that to place thou art 
appointed to walke, we'may beare ther company, TALES. 
Certeſſe my friends, I deeme my ſelfe very karre vnwoꝛthy ol 
this pacheminence, but that A lee it pꝛocexdeth komm the won- 
ted fanoure u haue alwayes boꝛne me. out 
moꝛe adoe, to the ende we maye a little recreate our myndes, 
* whiche we are taughte tu folate with intermiſſion of ſkudie, 
thereby tho rather, that alter ſome reit, they may become a⸗ 
+ gayiis moze megnant than befvze ; A thynke it beſt (if ſo it 
pleste v inthe ſame tu w 
eld thoſe places — — beantifull ſuburbes, 


Guntulo is 4 
hetle boates 


-ovc above tale and” conferre; of what matter we liſt at on in, 

hang E VDO. At likethme well. L'Y $129. Let vs then bs: 
to loſe-no moꝛe time; bat lette vs pꝛeſentlye all agre to take 
boate A LE s. Holla, waterman;, bꝛing hither thy Ueſſell; 
and deiiſe J pꝛay ther, to rowe vs canmeniently hrere r 
fo: our pleaſure. 

II SIP vs. How dellre Eulorm tu lud, from what: 
place thou walk then comming; when ſeeking foz thee, thou ſw⸗ 
ner by chaure didſt merte me on che way than. A lokedfoz, 
E'v B. Aetiu came aty infant ( my triẽd) fro the Je of . 

7261/5 Seoꝛge the greatz the which, as well fo2 the pleaſauntnelſe of 
ue ſide of the plact (whole ſea (fill moiſting the ſotle, doth wah the ſame 
Fele, abott)agalid; fo? the ſfatelybuilding thereof; ts-undoubtedly 
amdg the relt of al theſe Jles here adioining, eſtermed the fats 
reſt. Where] when from the care of my wozlbly affayzes J- 
fitweanplepſure, withozawing! nw wholly I 


ceptes of Philolophie. F025 

2 — mazntepne 
all commendable ſtudyes ;;elding;to ſuch as do embzace hir 
both eaſe andquietneſſe; Beines, ſhe.cureth the — 
the minde; all idle carefuinodle the daiueth map, 
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| lng ul ne lawuſully in my opinion be compared - 
with the belt. But fince the occaſion1s already pzofered, of the 
diſputation of Solitarineſſe, I derme it beſt(if ſo it pleaſe yon)ts 
touch this matter eare we leaue it, moze fully. E v DO. Ho- 
thing foz my parte may contente me maꝛe, than to heare ſome | 
diſcdurſo and debatement thereolmeyther wil Tales, J kuowe, 
diſagrer from the ſame. Mheteloꝛe, J dare boldiy pꝛeſume, 

that to earhe ol vs you ſhall doe (my friende) a ſingular pleas 

ſure, if ſo you will endeuoure to ſet downe your opinion con⸗ 

cerning this matter, not only, what you elt>eme thereof youre 
ſelfe, but alſo what peceptesconcarning the ſame, you-thinke 
it nedefull to afw2de vntd vs; x61 2;Since-bythis Aves 
ES ——— in the 

diſputation ofthis queſtion, | 


And to be ag Ya wat. a 
opinon of yonres: fo; whether 
in that, chat a man 
 keth rather to line in the voide os 4 
green 
do teme al: co e elke: 0} you „the 
ſubſtante thereof to temayne in the common ſoctetie ot man, 
notwithſtanding, to de conuerfaut but with etw: A truely e· 
ſterme it no way to pertayne to the duetie of a wiſe man, ta 
whome it chiefly belongeth in all his actions, to haue ſpeciall 
regarde to his ende. os, it is not to be thoughte that the hygh- 


and ſoueraigne God, dydfirite.create man tai the ende to lyue 


whollp to himſelte, nextder was he hoane, foz hymſelfe onely, 
but that of his birth, parte his C ep, as Plato ſapth, and 
part his friendes are to challenge. Beipdes if ſo it were nece(- 
ſary foʒ man tu line alone, then were it but needeleſſe fo2 hym 
to haue a wife but otherwiſe it appeareth, that God knowing 
better dur nectiſſitie than me our ſelues thought marriage a 


| . aa 9 


of Solitarineſſe. 5 


ſelfe you ſhall commonly fynde, eyther fewe oz none ol thoſe | 
that are accompted wiſe, that wil rather ſceme, to pꝛeferre So- 
litarineſſe befoze ſocietie. But on » other ſide many, that haue 
vtterly condemned that vnciuile kind of life, which ignoꝛ aunt 
people in the beginning of the woꝛld did bzutiſhly leade, much 
alter the manner of vnreaſonable beaſtes. Among whome, 
there was neyther ſocietie noꝛ friendſhip mayntepned, no ma 
lining in the boundes of lawfull matrimony, no man ccrtaine 
of his owne childꝛen, noz any law to diſtinguiſh the god from 
the euill mainteyned among them. Mhat ſhoulde J ſapꝛeache 
man then did carelelly raunge, and wander abꝛode in the deſo⸗ 
late Wilderneſſe,hanmg neyther dwelling noꝛ place of abode. 
But when reaſon had after taughte them to aſſociate them⸗ 
ſelues togyther, and that zxo»/cs that mightie Captapne of the 
Jewes was alſo boꝛne, by whome the eternall God gaue firſt 
the lawe to the line ol his inheritance: from thence J ſay, the 
law makers and Philoſophers; firſt taking their inſtrua ion, 
beganne to ſette downe.both: manners and inſtitutions of I- | 
ting: And after, as Townes and Cities weredaplyexecte,ſo 
the people began to eſterme of Humanitie and tu reuettte Reli- 
gion, whereby in ſho2t ſpace it came after: to-paſſe, that diners 
addicted themſelues to the fauoꝛ of Faith, and to the exerciſe of 
Iuſtice, and dyuers other tu ſabmit ſhemiſelues to the poke of 
pbedience : ſo as bythis time, each man did eſfeeme it a thyng 
to his duetie, not onelyto employ the beſt᷑ of his la- 
bour, but alſo to aduenture the loſſe of hys life, foz the better 
maintenance of the common Wealth: From thente likewiſe 
both Solon and Lycurgas toke ſirſte their lighte, from whyche 
foundation of they2s,y renowmed Gyeciam became ſo famous, 
fo2 the due eſtabliſhmente of their equatilawes. From whame; 
the-Romaynes aiſs did aſter deriue, their penal conſt᷑itutions 
tõtepned in their tables, by the which, they bꝛought the people 
in all their actions, frum thenteloꝛth to become both p2ofitable 
and boneſt: who though at firſt by the ſtraungeneſle thereof; 
Aer baum to murmure 9 vet 
My i erg, 


r | 


Pg 


The prayſe 


alter being better contented with reaſon toheare tbnderffand 
the ſame, fro wilde t vntamed creatures they bꝛought them at 
laſt, to ſhein the ſelues both gentle r merke. Fro hence the ma⸗ 
ieſtie of their Empire, frõ hence the greatneſſeof _— 
ons, from hence the multitude of their agiſtrates, tw 
their beginning. But, that A map not tw — . —— go 
ner thefematters;if with diligẽce you ſearch, you ſhal inde no 
godneſſe to remaine among the people, p hath not happened to 
ſp2ing from this fountayne of Societie. Pea, the ſacred knot of 
friedſhip it ſelfe, thã the which we haue nothing reteiued moꝛe 
pleaſant frõ the Goddes, noꝛ of greater reuexence t eſtumation 
on the earth,tokealſo hir oꝛiginal ſoũdation frb the fane. But 
vou of this, aboue the reſt o Tales TALES. 1 
am not ignozant my friends, y this queſtion may ſufficietly be 
debated on both ſides, not withſtanding, ſince you demaund my 
opinio;J wil endeuour my ſelt᷑ to declare you my mind what A 
thinke of the matter. It ſemeth therfoze unto me, that if a wiſe 
man, ſhould only reſpec his pꝛiuate cõmoditie, a that he were 
ſpecialiy addicted to his one ſecuritie, he dught doubtles ing 
behalfe;tochoſe to line rather to himſelf thi to others. Burat 
ſq he be perſwaden, that nothing may be.countedmoze honelk; 
nothing foꝛ a mightie + noble perſonage moze wozthy; than to 
benefit as many as'poſſible he maythemulk vtteriy the decline 
fro Solitarineſſe,4 muſt earneſtly feeke to be tõuerſant ab 
chiefly ſo log, as the — . — 
And accoꝛding to the ſaying of Socrates, ſome with ſwetneſle of 
- o2ation, + ſome with example of pare t perfect life, hemuſt ia 
bour to enduce to 5̊ reuerence of yertve:knowing right well; 
ſhehath nerde ol an inftrucer,to acquaint hir toÞ wozld,Cthat 
nothing doth moꝛe allure the minds of the people to eſtteme it 
honeſtie, thi the dayly cuſfome t example at god me, & v. 
Wil you graunt, my friends (ere we pzoceede any further) g u 
may be poſſible foꝛ a litte quãtitie of gal, tu make bitter u 
deale ofhony;02 þ one infected kernell, may be able to 
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of Solitarineſſe. 7 
Then voherloꝛe A pꝛay vou do vou ſuppoſe that a wile m be⸗ 
ing plated amids p intedtion of ſo many vices diſperſed abꝛode 
both tar t wide, may poſſible pꝛeſerue himſelfe vnpolluted:and 
are not rather perſwaded,y god men (the number of whome is 
bat mall) man be rather carried awau by the greater number, 
t ſo become inłected of the multitude. Foꝛ amg diuers pᷣ cau⸗ 
ſes of our euill demeanure, this is one that foꝛ y molt part we 
line after the example of others, are not gouerned by reaſon, 
ſoy the better ſoꝛt are ſoner dꝛawen out-of the wap, by ỹ tu⸗ 
ſtame of y which is euil, thay the multitude (leauing their er 
—— which leadeth them headlog dayly vnto vice) 
by trample of their honeſtic map at al be bꝛought to the due e⸗ 
ſtimatib 4 reuerence of vertue: the which is thertoꝛe of al men 
the rather negleaed, bicauſe the ſtrigth of the mind + of nature frog, 5 
ui double: Che one roſiſting in defice, which dꝛaweth a m bord % e 
htther t thither,whervnto nature is alwapes moſt encliningz © . 
Che other coſiſting in reaſon which techeth v exptaneth what 
ought to be done, and what to be auoided. But few there arr (a 
map ſap) þ willingly ſ&ke to followe the fotefteps ot verwe, 
with this gift of reaſon: fo2 that, whe they determine with the 
ſelues to treade hir path, they find the ſame moꝛe tedious than 
they loked, wt ing both counſet, Viſedome, labor, & diligence, 
as it may plainely be ſene bp the ſhape and figure of pitbagoras This eter Ye 
letter. p occaſionwherof they retire theſclues backe,refuſing < neck BY 
the paine emduffrie wherwithall noble mindcare nouriſhed, «7, ;:; 
ſo,remaine wauing(as it were)betwene the counterfet of ver- r eg. 
tue and the lune of pꝛoſit, among whom, Falſhoode foz the moſt Vergile,bis- 
part dothhold the plate andeſtemationof Trouth, chieſiy ſo log 4 gbr. 
as it is generally ſa accepted and reteiued of al men. 181 P. E 
Mel ſaid'Eudbwemow verity.Þthe perteiue, it wil be thought 
needetull as the taſe requireth that we firſt define what vertue 
is: And affer(if ſo it pteaſe you) we wil further cõſider, whether 
Solitarineſſe oz ſocietie may ſeme moꝛe coucniet fo2 Þ obteining 
therol k 1 D. My ſo Lyſiv Mil this whole day ſuffiſe, as vou 
A ſame: Doubtles A dare hereof 9 ts © 
alſure 
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allure you that loke bow many there are, that haue ſenerally 
defined of vertu, ſo many in amanner are their ſeueral opini⸗ 
ons concerning the ſame, © x $ 1 p. It ſhall ſuffiſe Budoxs in 
this behalfe, if of thoſe diners definitions of theirs,we repeats 
ſome two oz the of the moſt appzoued. Let Tales therefoze, 
take in hande the dealyng of this matter foz vs both, Z v Do, 
Thereot would J be very glad, wherefoze. at this our earneſt 
requeſt, I pꝛay the © Tales to accept of the ſame. TALES. A 
am afrayde my frieds,leaft pou heape on me a greater charge, 
than eyther in my power remaineth to pexfozme,oz may agres 
with my deſire, conſidering how little I haue bin trayned as 
vet, in the grounded knowledge of the liberall Sciences: ſq that 
in a matter of impoztance fo greate, it behoueth me rather to 
hold mp peace than to ſpeake. Foz,what learning at all do you 
pertepue in me: 92 what witte? that J may wozthily ſeems 
on the ſuddapne to deale in a caſe ſg difficulte and of ſuche 
weight, as requireth of it ſelfe, no ſmall ſkill and pꝛactiſe to be 
loked fo in him that ſhould meddle with the ſame. Uerely mp 
friendes,of all thoſe cauſes that are hidled in Philoſophy, thers 
is no one thing mo2e gravely vᷣttered, o2 with a greater maie⸗ 
Kic.Wherefoze, this ought rather(if J may iudge)to be youre 
charge and duetie, who in the ſtudie of Philoſophy, and of all os 
ther knowledge, haue p2ofit ably ſpente the greateſt parte of 
pour age. LYSIPPVSs, Gp to Tales, and deſpaire not with 
thy ſelfe of thy owne habilitie,eyther to defyne oꝛ to diſpute of 
vertue, fo as much, as the oꝛnaments therof bythe i 
of all men, da greately appeare in ther: In iuche ſoꝛte, as if the 
Gods had picaſed to appoint the tu haue bin boꝛne in the time 
when $Sacrates and Plato did line, there woulde haue appeared 
vnto them no other Phedrus 02 Alcibiades than thy ſelle, in re⸗ 
ſpec of thy greate and ſingular towardneſſe giuen ther by na⸗ 
ture. Wherefoze, perſuade thy ſelfe my friende, that foꝛ thy 
knowledge, thou arte able to debate, and that exactly, of the 
woꝛthinelle thereof ſiuce by the gift of God, thou haſt obteined 
to haue bir, the ruler and direcer, of thy 3 J 

can 


of Solitarineſſe. ww 
A tan foꝛ my parte Tales no otherwiſe thinke, of the perfection 
of thy witte, noꝛ of the cſtimatiorn of thy behauioure; than as 
Liſippss hath already thought: and in trouth, the moſt parte of 
thole that know the beſides, are of the ſame opinion. Where- 
foze, to each of vs thou ſhalt do(my friend)a ſingular pleaſure, 
if as in other things thou were heeretofoꝛe wont, ſo thou wilte 
nowe at this our requeſt, ſct downe vnto vs ſome appꝛoued 
rules and pꝛeceptes of vertue, both what it is by the opinion 
of others, t alſo what thou eſt&emeſt therofthy ſelfe.T A LES. 
Thus it is to offer violence, neither dothe it oughte auayle by 
what reaſon you perſwade me, ſince playnely vou compell me: 
foz, to gaineſay the earneſt requeſt of my friends,{chiefly in a 
matter of honelkie) as it may ſæme a thing vngratetull, ſo is it 
vnreaſonable. Diers therefo2e debating of vertue, btyng di⸗ 
ners of opinion among themſelues haue diuerliy ſpoken, But 
Plato in his Bone entituled Menon, where queſtioning of ma © 
ny things (as his manner was) he hathe expꝛeſſed in oꝛder the 
ſeueraii opinions of diuers wꝛiters, and with excellent reaſons 
hath contuted them all, ſæmeth verily to define, That vertue is 71 5 4:64 
nothing elſe than goodneſſe it ſelfe. But what that godnelle is, VER TyV g. 
and where it doth remaine, there haue bin herretokoze, and are l 
ſtill, depending manpe controuerſtes among the Philoſophers, 
The Stoickes did ſuppoſe the ſame, to remaine in vertue. The 
Epicures did eſtceme it, to conſiſt in pleaſure, as thoſe » thought 
it impoſſible to ſeparate Pleaſure from vertue, noꝛ any man to 
liue honeſtly that liued not pleaſauntly, and againe, no man to 
tine pleaſaunfly that liued not honeſtly. The Peripatetikes were 
of opinion, that there were thꝛer kindes of godneſſe, that is to 
ſay,of the Minde, ot᷑ the Body, and of Fortune. The godes of the 
minde they thought to be thoſe things that remaine in aduice, « 
and in the ercellencie of witte,as Prudence, luſtice, Fortitude, and + 
NModedtie. Df the body, thoſe things whiche nature hath gyuen 
p2ofitable to the body, as 5wifeneſſe, Force, Perſonage,and Health, + 
Ok Foz2tine, thoſe things which by lotte oꝛ happie chaunce do 
deer befall,as Birth, Education, Riches, Anthoritie, poſſeſ- 
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fions,Frievſes, and ſach like. But, foꝛ houeſties ſake we will if 
this place omitte the opinion of the Cinicke ſecte, as thoſe that 

linevno leſſe like Dogges than they ſpake, and will agayne | 
returne ta the triple deſtinction of Goodncjſe 2: wherem, whatſo⸗ 
uer ſhall be ſayd of Goodneſſe, the ſame you muſt alſo intend to 
be ſpoke of vertue. Foz, if vertue map rightly be termed gods 


neile, no lefie may godneſſe as rightely allo be called verenes 


» ſince by the rule of Logike, the definition, and the thing defoned; 

ma) lawfully be conuerted. Nowe therefoze, let vs farther conſi⸗ 

der what theſe fozmer Philoſophers did pꝛoperly accounte this 

godneſſe to be, oꝛ in what agions they placedy ſame? Wher- 

in, J do many times with Cicero call in queſtion the wiſedome 

of "thoſe learned me,who thought, the weake and chaungeable 

Th! en oe, gitts of the body and alſo of Foztune, wozthy only inſpeach þ - 
conſiſt the name of godneſſe, whe in very deede,they were theſelues farre 
rale otherwiſe of opinion, concerning the intet and meaning of the 
Fortune. „ ſame: In ſomuche as Epicurus himſelfe, who referred all god⸗ 
vnaelle vnto pleaſure, when he was vexed i diſturbed with hys 
- greateft griefe, behaued hymſelfe both ſtoutely x boldly:Say- 

ing, when the tapping of his v2ine, « the incredible griefe of 

bis belly exulterated did pitifully tozment him, o, bow happily 


The proofe o f dol endaye this laſb. and ending da of mine. Foz as diuers t ſund2y 


the firſtpare times we may ſer, a great and mightie perſonage take his be⸗ 

« a Wh ginning from baſe and lowe parentage, ſo may we allo as ofte 

behold a ſtout and valiaunt mind ſh2owded vader a body, both 

weake,defo2ned,x vnhealthful : And therfoꝛe, ſince nature can 

daily make p2ofe vnto vs, that a noble æ vertuous minde may 

poſſthle lie hid vnder each kind of fozme, the defo2mitie of the 
body-ought not to embaſe-y eſtimatiõ of y mind, but the beau ⸗ 

tie of the mind cught rather to adoꝛne the feature of the body. 

Neither is it to be thought. owe men, bycauſe the ſtrength of 

their bodyes is decayd, are therefo2e to be wozſe eſtcemed thi 


vong men, ſince it is manifclt » the greateft exploites are not 
alwayes bꝛought to paſſe,by ſtrength, ſwiftneſſe; or agilitie of bos 
dy, but ee by connſell authoritic,and wdgement, wherein olde 

1 men 


of Solitarineſſe. n 
men are moffexperienced. The whiche, if any man 
tis wil ſeme to denie, what other thing (J pꝛap 60k there 
follow therof,but that Balles, Lions, Blephats,4 ſuch other beaſts 
may alſo be ſaid to be better tha me,bicauſe they are ſtronger: 
which no man I thinke dare venture to affirme, vnlelle fome 
ſuch as deſireth to be taken accounted fo2 a fle. Foz albeit, 
I confeſle that nature hath made man vnarmed, vet notwith- 
ſtanding, ſhe hath giuẽ him two things eſpecially aboue 5ᷣ reit, 
wher with to defend his body fro the harme of ſuch as are ſtrõ⸗ 
ger thi himſelfe, that is to ſay, Rea ſon and Societie, But let vs 
leaue to ſpeake of beaſts, let vs returne to men themſelues, 
who of body haue bin paſſing ſtrong. What then J pꝛay pou 
all we ſay or Iiphæus, Briareus, and diuers other Giants: 

What of Milo: who is ſaid to haue paſſed the whole race of 0» 
limpia, with a Yue Dre on his ſhoulders,neuer taking his bzeth 
by the way. What of Antheus and Hercules: hall we ſay p fuch 
menare-therfoze better thi thoſe, who by fozce of their witte, 


92 by any other meanes, haue tkewiſe perfozmed dyners na⸗ 


table exploites.Let vs foꝛ the purpoſe chſider,what thing hath 
p2ofited moſt y Romaine empire in the time of their daunger : 
whether the great fozcſight of Marcus Tullius, by the which hs 
found out the dilſention of the people, ⁊ ſo pꝛ eſerued the libertie 
of his countrey, fro the ſecret harme of rebellious Citiʒens:oꝛ 
b notable triumphs of C. Marius & Furs Camillus, with the fa- 
mous & victo2tous pꝛiſes, which by foꝛce of armes they bꝛoght 
tro foꝛrain Countreys, What would it J pꝛay you) haue p29- 


fited that noble Empire, to haue ſubdued p whole circuit of the 


woꝛld, if the like diſſention had befalne them at home, whiche 
Horace lamenteth in his time to haue happened,ſaying: 


By ciuile warre,now to decay, 
another age led: 


A nd Rome hir ruine, hath by ſuch, 
4 uſbe ONTO hath * 
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8 The prayſe 


W hom leider might their nei gur, nere, 
Martians /o Jo ſubdue: * 
fierce Porſenaes Trurian bande, 


of Claes aſſayle : 
No witſer with his vile miſhap; 
in new Wattemptes preuayle. 1 1 52 pf 800 


The! common wealthe being therefoze by him thus preſers 
ued from danger, full woꝛthyly in my opinion was he act dun ⸗ 
ted as by the mouth of all men he was called)the father ol his 
Countrey, where vpõ, taking great comfozt at that ode him 
WE vitered _—_— 


Let warre giue place to * e er will, | 
and Laurell ycelde to Wethoriches kit. i; 


This was the raiſe, why Agamemnon that mightie Caps, 


taine ot the Grectans, did ncuer wilh to haue had in his compa- 


nie, teunt the like of Aiax, but of Neſtors notwithſtanding he 
withed iq many, from whoſc tong as. Homer ſayth, there pꝛo⸗ 
ceded ſyckch moꝛe ſwret than any hony: which if it might haue 
happened, he woulde not haue doubted but that Troy ſhoulds 
ſone haue bene deſtroyed. Whereby it appeareth, that thoſe 
auntient warriours had alwayes moze affiance inthe valoꝛ of 
the minde, than of the body, and not vnwozthily(as J take it) 
ſince oftentymes it hath happened, j they them ſelucs with a 
very few ſouldiers, haue vtterly ouerth2owen a gret x mightie 
| armte, 


X Salirarineſſe. 3 


army,yea rather hn the ſingular knowledge and polit ie of the 
mind, than by fo2ce of armes, o2 wa ot men: whereby, they \ 
haue not only kept their Countreys free: from the daunger on 
their enimies, but there vnto haue annexed both Mingdomes 
and Empmyes; And that it is ſo, l eoni zes Ming of the Spartanes 
may very well teſtiſie, who, when he made tu his Souldyers 
that-fingular-ozation, by the whiche he dyd encourage them 
"boldly to giue the onſet on that greatiꝭ and unghtie armye of 
Xerxes ſaving: My Souldters and companyons, let vs fuliy de⸗ 
termine to make ſuch a dime this day in the ſteld, as though | 
we ſhoulde ſuppe tugither this mat, in the very lappe and in 
traples of the carth:he( J ſay)with;foure thanfande Souldyers 
at that time and no moꝛe, dvd vietbgiouſly'vanginthe that vn⸗ 
nunerable hoſt of the perſians, with whoſe nauie the whole 
ſea'was cleane couered auer at their arriuall into Greece, But, 
what alſo ſhall we ſay af thoſe two famuus Souldyers, C. and 
P. Seipia f:twho e ſtetming it a ching doth: honozable: and man⸗ 
lp, to die inthe defence ol their Countrey, didthinke it neceſla⸗ 
ry to ſtoppe the comming of the c arthaginiant, with the appa · 
raunt daunger of their owne bodyes. What of Horatius Cocles, 
who alone did defend the entraunte ur anarrowb2idge;,which 
lay vpon the riuer of riber. cummaunding the mbyle, the hyn⸗ 
der parte theredt᷑ to be taken ama, that ijis enimies mighte 
haue no paſfage onthe ſame: What of i edion, who with ther 
hundꝛeth Soulviers, being armed only with heauenly power, 
did miraculouſſin ouertom e mam thouſand:Philitians? Mhat 
of Daurdhimfelfe, who being vnarmed, with a ſling only and a 
tone, did manfullyonerth2owe the gre at Golias, who bath, foꝛ 
armour.am ſtrength, was there weil apponnted as a Cham⸗ 
pton to fighte; and pꝛoude y did challenge the people of God 2 
Shall we rather ſav, that all theſe haue thus deſerued theyꝛ 
immoꝛtall fame and eſtimatiõ in the wozld,foz the greateneile 
of their ſkregth; oꝛ foꝛ the ſingularitie of their vertue? L IS p. 
What ol that reales? Do pou therefoꝛe thinke, that the fregth 
n 88: Vextraely;L I'S1P, _ 
C.iy, | en 
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The prayſe 


Il you deeme that ſtrength be neyther god no euil, what is it 


then : TALES. Wecall(my friend) all ſuch like oznaments, 


whether they ber giftes of Nature, 02 of Fortune, indifferent 
things, which are thought to be common not onely vnto men, 


but alſo vnto beaſtes: and that which may ber counted com ⸗ 
mon, as well vnta them as vnto vs, may verily unto vs be na 


way demed god. Foz if fo it were gwd, neyther might beaſts 
obtaine the ſame;no2 euill men haue the vſe thereof : oz if they 


had, pet could they by no meanes vſe it to their owne harme: 


but by courſe it woulde fallowe, that lokehowe far fozththep 


were furniſhed with ſuch like qualities ſu much the moꝛe they 
would therby become much better than others, ſince godneſſe 


it ſelfe is of this nature, that it maketh the poſſeſſor thereof farre 
much the better. But lince otherwile it happeneth, that thoſe 


which foz the moſt part are accounted ſtrongeſt, are therwith⸗ 
all moſt commonly moze hurtefull than others, what may we 
, therof thinke 2 May goodneſſe be noiſome to any man $:03-as with 


Cicero we mapſay, May any mat in the abundance of bis goodneſſe 
+ be deemed cuil bimſelfe ? nay. verily, we ſe that often all ſuche 


like things, both lewde and wicked perſdns poſſeſſe them, and 


therwithall are offenſiue vnto thoſe that are god. Jn my opi⸗ 


nion therefoꝛe(as I haue ſaid befoze)that whicheeither maye 
hurt vs, oꝛ that whiche is common to euill perſons and wilde 
beafts togither with vs, may not any way poſſibly be deemed 
god vnto vs, E v D. Thou ſayeſt my friend hoth well t truely 
in this behalfe,but ſince by this reaſon it appeareth,5 god men 
ought only to be reuerenced fo2 their godneſle, there is vet a- 
nother erroꝛ. but frõ whence it pzoceedethJ know not, 5 riche 


N of the ar- me are in all places honoꝛed, notwithſtanding they be euil me, 


nent be: 
| ore. 


and poꝛe men deſpiſed although they be god men. And pet it is 


not vnknowen vnto vs that it is giuen to all men to be foꝛ the 
moſt part of a better iudgement in aduerſttie than in pꝛoſperi⸗ 


tie: And thereloꝛe it is daily ſtene, that miſerable and wꝛetehed 
people are alwayes moze fozwarde to ſerue and wozlhip _ 
it an 
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f bat withdrewes 
thn hoſe geg A L. 0 Nen prop iy Net Budoxus, 


that foz the molt part we — — opini⸗ 
on, and not vnto nature: we ſirſt beleue befoze we gine iudge⸗ 
ment. M either foz any other occaſion-are we rather thought to 
be cofirmed in our naughtinelle, than fo bycauſe 9 flattcrs 
vs in our euil doihgs, is a partie to the * erby a pꝛo⸗ 
uoker al al ſuch things in the which we offend. And chmonly to 
our euil demeanure, this alſo is annered, v when we offende, it 
ſuffiſeth vs not to offend, to p — ol one, but that 
it greatly delighteth vs, to umpart our ghtineſle with ma- 
up, if ſo by any meanes, we may heape po on vpon the heds 


of our neighbo2s. And here vpon it riſeth. thal dur eyes beryng 
dazeled with the bꝛightneſſe ol gald, we off times repete from: 
the batome of our heartes, this ſaying dt Euripides, 


So riche F may. be thought, hop 54 
no care atull Fase: 
Fricbe he be, men ale, , god, 
no men enquirie male. 
| Mer when ce, norwherefore, u 155 
but what he "bath to lendes... 
Eche man efleemed © no mort, 
than as he may di ende. 
What were wnjit for vs to haue, 
40ſt arke nothing at all: 
In wealth Iwiſh to line; if not, 
for preſent death I 2 1 
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and beaſtes there may be fo 
ſpreeche we enioy the libertie whiche wholly they wante, To 


16 The prayſe 


Whoſa doth ahr: he well doth ve, CO 


that makes awelthy ende: 
T his money is the greateſt gba, 8 
tha God to man nah fende. 


Than which ne may thy mothers ba 


ſo much thy minde delight: 

\Ce lone of father, nor of child, . 
1s halfepb deere i in ee, 6070-206 366 " 
(onal the loue, of comely r age 
byface doth ſt . 


| of men 4455 and py above "os 
he beares the ooh ſway... 10 
Do therefoze(J ſap)it deli vs to liue, a8 betwene vs 


no difference, but only that of 


whome if like libertie were alſo , 4f of them thou 


wouldeſt then demaund, what thing aboue the reſt they chielly 
deſire, what other aunſwere at all would they make, but'only - 


to enioy that whiche heit delighteth their appetites, 
bꝛungeth moſt pleaſure, and delectation to their ſenſes, and all 
this foꝛ no other reaſon, than foꝛ bycanſe they-accodnt the ple- 
ſure of the body their chiefclt felicitie. Therefore, let it be far⸗ 
thett off from your opinion mp friendes, that Riches are to bee 
dermed god, the rather,fince Democtitus, Crates, and dyuers o⸗ 
ther heeretofoze haue foꝛſaken their wealth, to the ende. that 


being beth hes! and without * theyMmightela fol ⸗ 
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not caſually depende, — 
rather, ſince God hath ſo oꝛberedthe tate of hunaine Tauſes 
to be ſuch. p the bet god things of this woꝛla are always held 
with greateſt care, and that no mint map ſu grratiy be decei⸗ 
— — — — — 
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9 \Theprayfe", 


like, Cicero doth likewiſe tcſtifie, who whenbis enimies hay 
taken from him his Couatrey Pr3cana, amd. that diners did flie 
| framthece,taking with them great part of their trealure;being 


admoniſhed by a friendof his to da p unte, mape anſyrere, uli 
ſo J do, for I haue al waies about me 4s much as is mine, Whereby it 


ſcemeth v theſe. contented perſons did thus tontemme t defpile 
their welth,fo2 that they eſtemed nothing to be god, vnleſſe it 
were honelt:lo as, ot theſe vanities of Foztune — we call 
ritches, they made no reconing,bknownng. that it was tothe the 
greateſt felicitie, not to want felicitie, fully den den 
ſelues, the whole woꝛld was allowed vnto tht by nature foz 
their patrimonye, accounting alſo that wealth by the lawe of 
nature was eſteemed pouerty, and that nothing could ſceme vi 
to them maꝛe fooliſh «filthy than to frame the godneſſe ol a re⸗ 
lonahle mind out of vardſonadle things. L Is 1 P Truly Tales, 
thou halt herein played the Philoſopher molt extellentiq But Þ 
p2ay thee tel me, doſt thou take wiſdome foz a vertue o no: A. 
No.verely.L 1.5 1 p. Mbat reaſon I p2zay the perſwadeth the 
ſo TA LG s. F902 that; if-wiſedome were a vertue, this thereof 
would folow,that vertur were not abiding within vs, but ſhold 
come outwardly vnto vs, whiche abſurditie were great, fince 
vertu is a thing, that may neither be ginen noꝛ taken away by 
any man, as befaze we haue declared: But Wiſedome we finde, 
may conueniently paſſe ouer from one to another, ⁊thertoꝛe, t 
muſt conſequently enſue;that of it ſelf it is no Uertue:þ which 
map be alſo pꝛoued another waye; m if wi/ſdome were & vers 
tue, it ſhouldalſo be god, & if ſo it were gum, it ſhould likewiſe 
make theurts be god which are counted wiſe. But ſince other 
wiſe it appearetb$ diners befo2e this tune hattoberoine philo-- 
ſephers;to the only end to know what were gon i what were e⸗ 
nil, rather, than fo2 that they deſire ta become any thing þ bet 
ter by the knowledge of the ſame: It is-therfoze to be doubted 
ofno man, but that wehanerightly termed wiſdome;s is fo ſay ' 
Knowledge,to be no-Uertue. In if Krowledge were aUertwe,- 
Nie which ik it were 


« *-d 


pollible , then twaulde there be thanmde boch teachers and 
learners of vertur, as” of -other ſciences, .-.. But foz as 
muche as they aro no where founde., it thereby ; 

that nei ther Knowledge, noz anye other thing concerning 
the Minde, mape be called Ven, ag Plas Kate Cot 
plainely affirme.L 1515S. What thenof Juſtice I pꝛay 
pou, mape that be counted a vertue oznot-? TALES. If 
wer denie Wiſcdome to bee a vertuc, wee leſſe peelde Juſtice, 
lelſe Fortitude , 03 Modeſtie of themſelues to be Uertues ; 


$3 fs , 


fince all theſe thinges (Wiſedome ox hrs hn go 
g 


wozth nothing, but alla doe rather moꝛe hurte, than 
Foz Juſtice without the gonernemente of wi 
elſe maye it ſeme- than. wilfull libertie : _—_— | 

elle chan vnconliderate raſhneſſe: modeſtic what elle, than ſloth⸗ 
full and dillalute negligence : By this it therefoze appeareth 
that -Wiſedome , that is to ſay,the 3 of good and 257 


ne ching, and v tue anather: Foz there 
v t Vertue, 1 — nd GE Phis 


/ophers.,, who in deede did onlye -vſurpe the name of Uers 
tue, when ineffece, what the ſame did rightly impozt, they 
were altogither ignozaunt. Pet Knowledge, as to ſome men it 
lemeth,is ſo conioyned with vertue, that Knowledge goeth bes 
foze + vertue foloweth: Foz little doth Knowledge p2ofit, mlefle 
b. action do alſo enſue, And therefoze it may rightly be conclu⸗ 
ded, that no kinde or godneſſe , that the Peripatetickes did 
in their time allow of,map be ſimply deemed gad: Foz Vertue 
it ſelfe is an other thing in deede than they dyd thynke off, 
ep Lovers os 
L 0 are one daye god and ano daye e⸗ 
hill. L185 1 vs. Thou haſteherein Tales full truely ſpo- 
ken, but ſo muche the rather by this it appeareth, ” that 
Epos, of, all men was- fartheſt wide from the know- 


hag 


Acquitteth fromthe erpence o his money: The ile m 


| doe eche thing for bimſelfe. TALES. What mai ue e thereof 


x/ ||| -IPheprigiz io 


from the tur vſyoſition and habite of veſtieeFo2 this in effect 


mer of his dtrinie/ The fonthfm'manheviſchar- 
geth from knolvledge of god letters Ohe 3 


biddeth kö the dealings or the colon wealth: Phe late man to 
be cxerciſed:02 the cowardto be a ſouldier he wil not ſuffer: Ti 
him that hath euil childꝛen he camendeth the want of tchildꝛen: 
Againſt vngodlß fathers, de ſayth, there is no bonde or nature: 
Lo him that is impatient and nice; heaffirmeth that grieke is 
the greatelt enil:who that ſeketh fob Glorie ard po wer, to him he 


Lines commaundement to folowe the Courte: and Who that 


can abide na trouble, him he perſwadeth to foꝛſake the Courkt 
Foz this he generally affirmeth r hat a wiſe ma T ought alwayes ta 


nautitage to plate vpon all bandes denting ne wthir ng ino? ears 


ded ard allowed of atmen.Hecebponit rofe that . 
was moze honouredkhanthediſcipline of others; not fo2 th 
he came neareſfto the knowledge of that perfen'Goodneſſe; but 
Eu bicanſehe did entite the people to the popular m = of pleas 
(ore. Foy there is no man liuing,that is not prone vnto vic that 
whith aboue the reſt was molk pernit ious, vo thoſe — 
vngodlie, he denied the helpe of Divine prouidenct. Ni 

ding, by the verie ſame reaſon by which he was moued to re 


that the Gods did care foꝛ nothing, oꝛ that he daiely ſawe, di? 
uers calamities to fall vppon [od men, as Potertie, Toyle, bane 
niſß ment ,with the lofſe of their rendestand euill men onthe other 
fc tobe ecome beck happte, to inereale in 9 and to bi 


1 


olf Solitarineſſe. 
allo in the floure df the youth, itfering diuerg mo rhoe of b 
— Lee ano perfect 
ie of E mrs ane rt hole 


Pier rt open: — 
was fully conti and did thereby eunfe ez that in — 


eteatoꝛ there is pronidenee Tikinez anvthat it is ſteteſlarie to be⸗ 
leue there is allo a life to tame, in which eril men foꝛ their of- 

n e cha hall be puniſhed, and gwd men fo their Uertus vewar⸗ 
ded. 2 Foz if rc it benthic rhe okra 
dee ne, how ſhoulde 0 ſo duel diſpoſed / howe 
 raine fall. fruite ſpring, oꝛ ties ware leaued But, 
it is (as I take it) no maruel at although fon his part he were 
fo infected ee opinion, who w 
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22 The prayſe 

with foꝛren enemies, is (aide to ects We ene alſo 
, nomiſchiefe non no foule offence pꝛetended, that thys deſire 
» of pleaſure doeth nat enfozce to be committed; All whoz- 
» domes and adulteries, and alloſftences whatloenge, arechiefly 
» pzocured by no other occaſion than onelp by pleaſure, And 
' whereas nothing is giuen vuto man, eitber be God 02 Nav 
ture moꝛe extellente than the minde: There is none ſo greate 
an enimie to this divine WR er — Foz 
where Luſt doth raigne , Temperatęe hath there no place, noz 
within the dominion of Pleaſure, - -Mape vextue endure to abide, 
The which to the ende it might the better be perteiued he wil⸗ 
leth a man to ſuppoſe in his minde,himlelf to be pꝛouoked with 
as greate deſire of bodilpe pleaſure as maye be con- 
ceived : thinking thereby, that no man woulde then ſtande in 


, 3 e 


... The which, how muce 


; darkneth.and conſumeth the light of theminde, Seen therekoze 
then Aman ven, eee ee Hould b 
made being appointed as Epicurus would haue hir, 8 ſexuamn 
, bnto Plaſare. Aas it is nat pallible p Uertue btained by 
/ pleaſure, but rather diminithede loſt by the lame imer al theſe 
things are contrarie to the one, that are thought neceſſarie fo; 
the obtaining of $ other, that is to ſap,inceſſqnt wi N 
and reſiſtance againſt evil, whereof this . Ho 
— rr a pal br n e | 


— 2, r 


or SoliterineliE]' 


uerthzowon, are ſtil diſdameful of ſuch as are followers of the . 


fame, umpatientiy taking it, that anye other ſhoulde inioy that, 
which they want themſelues. do that god men, bycauſe they! « 


daily treade this difficult and painefall-paſſage'vato Mertue, 


are had in contempt of all thoſe, 'whtch pleatauntiye walke in 
the plaine and apparant waye to vice, waxing foltſhly fonde of 
— —— fruite that they happen 


to ſœ, onely ſeeking to obtaine that, chiefly with all their ſtudie 
and care, which among the moztal creatures of this woꝛlde is 
accounted god, that is to ſap, Hotor,Riches, Quietneſſe, Pleaſure, 


and all other ſuch enticements as wholly tende to the eaſe ano. 


delight of the bodie: E V D. Mhat then ales, da yeu thercfoze 
thinke that there ought to be taken no care of the bodye r A L. 
That likewiſe on the other ſide were repugnant vnto nature, 
who to all creatures hath giuen from the beginning ot their 


creation, a ſpectall care to detende themſehies, their lines and 


their bodies, and to auoyde nut onclythoſe things which ther 
to ſeæme hartfull, but alſo to ſearthj and trauaile to get al ſuch 
things as are needeful foz the maintenance of the ſame, Ther 
fo2e, let the diligent laboure and care of mankinde-be ſo em⸗ 


ployed,as when Reaſon, Hon or. q Faith, ſhall require it, he map 


boldly aduenture the puniſhment both of fler, and ot all other 


we read that Marcus Regulus did honoꝛabiy perfozme, who in 
deuoꝛed himſelfe to kepe his appointment, made to his vtter 


enemies, although he was ſure befoꝛe, that it he returned ta the 


againe, accoꝛding to his pꝛomiſe, he ſhould pzeſently endure the 
moſt bitter toꝛments of death. But ſuch notwithſtanding was 
the greatneſſe of his minde as byding in the middeſt of his er⸗ 


treme puntihment, neither his Honor, his Faith, his Conſtuncie, 


no an other Aertue of his did foꝛſanke im. Neither could the 


excellencieohis mtinde be onghtat al tomented, which wyth 


* 


to2ments.whatſocuer,foz:the paeſernation thereot᷑. The which 
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__ wrebutwtheagreement of Nature. T. 


M | | Ihe prayſe 
. andinzinciblenundofhis,could 3 


Mhat ſhall we (ay of this (my friendes,) ſhalwe thinke his hap 
tonnen mente EVD. May ver, but rather 

pinion, of all men moſt happy: Foꝛ happineſſe of lyfe is 
natchatasA take tt, vhich is perfoꝛmed to the appetite of plea- 


Therefo2ethen,by 
the very ſame reaſon we may boldly iudge the ſame, of that fay- 
nedgodneſle of Epicurus, that diners of our pzofeſtionbaue iud⸗ 
gedheretofo2e; that is; that his-{ece was rather a pꝛaturtur of 
vice, than a perſwader of Uertue oz.of any gadneſſe; 1:1 8-1 p. 
Daubtleſſe my friend (omay we in deede, hut doe von likewiſe 
tonteſſe, dur happineſſe of life to be that whiche is perfoꝛmed ta 
the agreement of Nature, as hudoxus very lately did eme ta at 
firme 2 Fran if this be true, that thoſe men whiche line ac 
vnto nature, ſhoulde therefaꝛe be god, there might happely then 
tome ſome one vnta vs, that might decerne of our childꝛen in the 
time ol their inlancie, whiche of them would be god by nature: 
By whaſe iudgement chaſing them fo2th; wee might do well to 
lodge them in Towers, and with diligece tu pꝛeſerue themmuch 
rather than Gold, leaſt any man ſhouldcozrupt them, tu the end, 
that when they ware of canuenient yeres, they might then be⸗ 


AUER. Thou ſeeckeſt a knot (accaꝛding ta the Pꝛouerbe) 
Lyſipus in a Bull ruſhe. oꝛ, A am nat ignozant my frende but 
kull well thou knowcft; that ech thing is named by his moſt woꝛ⸗ 
thy part, which was the cauſe why kudoxus (remẽhʒing hunſeife 
thereof) did ſu holdely affume aur happineſſe of lyfe, to he that, 
—— — — ie ar 


tome both graue and p:ofitablemembers foꝛ the comon wealth, 


— . es eb 


realon, the other voyde of reaſon;placing Tranquilitir,that is to 


» 4 * 


ſap, fixed and quiet ſecuritie, in that parte of the minde whiche 


partaketh at reaſon: and in the other parte ſuche troubleſome 


motions both ot Wrath and deſire, as are enimies to the ſame, 
Therefoꝛe, that man J p2ay vou, which by the gouernement ol 
his reaſon, is made abſtinent, conſtant without teare, without 
perturbatiõ, and without luſt, is he not happie: Foꝛ this is cer⸗ 
ta ine, that eche thing dependeth vpon his owne godneſſe, and 
in eche thing is termed to be god, to the which it was chiefly 
treated, neither is there any other god thing peculiar vnto mã, 


but only reaſon: Wherupon 4 conclude, that ful bleſſed is that 
man, and happie, that lueth alwayes agrieable vuto the ſame, 


and reacheth therewith, to attaine ta the endandcourſe of hys 
nature, E VO. Uerply I ales, thou haſt herein defended moſt er⸗ 
cellently my cauſe, decerning with the eyes of thy iudgement, 
the very ſecrets of my minde, the true meaning whereof thou 


halt plainelꝝ expꝛeſſed. otwithſtanding, this alſo vnder co2- | 


kection map ſeme to be added to that which is ſpoken; that is 
to lay, the meane t occaſion, by the which we may reach to this 
deſired ende xcourſe of our nature: which is this as J take it, it 


truth be fir&made thzoughly perten, it in p doing of things ther 


be obſerued oꝛder, meaſure, andcomelineſſe, and that harme- 
lefle wil be made henigne qattentine vntoreaſon;neuer ſwar⸗ 
ning noꝛ declyning from the ſame: Bythis verie wap, the end 
thereof may vndoubtedly be attained, from the which, we mut 
vufainedly conkeſte, that happines of life, conioyned with ſafe- 
tie and perpetual tranquilitie, doth onely pzoccede . IIS. J 
Cannot a little marueyle Eudoxw,fince there is nothing among 
vs here that may be termed happie, howe and in what ſoꝛte it 
may lo come to pale; poſſible in this woꝛlde we may come to 
inioy, i̊ happineſſe of life which pou ſpeak off. v DO. What 
nerde you thereot to maruel at all, if willingly vou wil allowe 
but ſo much vnto man, as Plotinus thought god to impart vn- 
to beaſtes. . 1 $1 Aft that ſhuld beiſo, that a Mun maie be hap- 


pie, hauing no moze A 2 


of Solitarineſſe. =. 
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18 The ray 

then haue we in my opinion, a greate deale moze caufe of 
meruaile than befoze'. EvDOXVS. His verie wozdes 
my frende if thou doc marke, ſhall gine the thereof to vn- 
derſtande as her ſpake them. Thus therefoze , in the 
bokes whiche he w2ote of the happineſſe of life, he docth 
ſave : Synce well to liue and to bee happie are accounted 
as one, then whether dae wee alſo allowe the ſame vn⸗ 
to beaftes 2 if ſo it bee ginen to them by Nature, to paſſe 

their lines without impedimente , acco2ding to thelawe in 
whiche they were created, what then ſhoulde lette them 
alſo ta line well, that is to ſave, bappylp : Fo2 whether 
wer accompte this lining well to conſifte , in the well be⸗ 
hauing of ſelues, 02 in the due perfozming of onre 
-naturall , we muſte alſo be contented, to imparts 
the ſame 69 112 To whö, it is both aspoſſibleto behaue 
themſelues wel, and alſo to perfozme that ſpeciall woꝛke ol na⸗ 
ture, as it is vnto vs. Foz. example, let vs firlke conſider of mit⸗ 
ſic all birdes: Wherem it cannot J khinke be denped, but that 
they among the reit da behaue themſelues well, foꝛ as natural⸗ 
lie, theyare taught, ſo duely they ſing, and thereby it ſermeth 
they maye rightly be ſayde , to followe a wiſhed and well bes 
haued kinde of life But if farther it be ſaped, that there is 
alſo required a happie ende to be made, which-ought ts conſiſt 
inthe laſt cloſing vp and concluſion ot nature: y the ſame ve⸗ 
ry waye, we mut like wite confeſſe ther may be counted hap⸗ 
pie. Fo2 when, by courſe of kynde they dꝛawe to theyz ende, 
the oꝛdinarye motion of Nature doth ceaſſe in them, where⸗ 
by ſhe endeth that harmelelle life of theirs; whiche from the 
firſte beginning to the departure of the ſame, thee thꝛoughlye 
prerfozmed . And therefoze , if eyther inthenaturall endyng 
of they: lynes, oꝛ in the due perfo2maunce of the duetie wher⸗ 
vnto they were created, there remaine anye happineſle : Thet! 
doubtbeſſe may beaſtes be ſayde, to be both happve and bleſſed; 
All whiche, if it be true Liſippus, Acco2ding as Plotinus hath 
fette downe the lame, what then ſhoulde hinder man, who 

+ | TE hat! 


of Soliarineſſe.. 1 


bath all his affections, ſubicge vutoreaſon, and hath choſen 
bir to guide hum in his agions, that he alſo, ſhouldengt here 
eniope that happineſſe of life. Foz, when the minde ol 
manne ſhall firmelye deſpiſe, all the caſuall aduentures 
of thys tranſitozie eſtate, and ſhall haue bꝛoughte, all hir 
familiar cauſes to depende vppon hir ſelfe, ſuppoſing alſo 
all wozldlye affaires ta bee inferiour vnto vertur; duelye 
ſearching foz that, than the whiche there maye nothing 
be wiſhed foz better, that is to apt Goodneſſe., perfectneſſe, 
and Juſtice ; It is neteſlarve then that it bee voyde of 
perturbation; „ feeling in it ſelfe the fruite ot tranquilitie, 
and alſo. of quietneſſe, by meane whereof it becommeth 
happie: Notwithſtanding it bee ffill abiding, within that 
frayle and moztall bodie. LISIPPVS. 3 thinke it al⸗ 
togither, inconueniente foꝛ mee, to anſwere at this time 
to the ſaving of Plotinus, ſpnce the matter he helde is in 
effece ſo abſurde, that there is ſcarſe anye one to be founde, 
that will togyther allente with hym in the lpke . Foz 
verilye fo2 my owne part, I am pet to learne, in what cauſes 
he woulde haue well behauiour to be placed: But let vs ſup⸗ 
poſe that beaſtes foz the purpoſe, doe behaue them ſelues well 
acco2ding-tohis ſaying; vet bone maye they by this reaſon be 
accounted happte, who do nat-ouly not know, the godneſſe of 
they? felicytie, but alſo are ignoꝛaunt of their owne estate: 
Oz if they doe vnderſtande it, vet do thep(as the Philoſophers af- 
firme) but groſely, vnperfecly, and obſcurely vnderſtande the 
ſame. Fo2 although, it be common to them togither with vs, 
to loue, to hate, to deſire, to feare, to ſorrow, and other ſuch like: 
pet to fozeſee (which nature hath only giuen vnto man) to diſ⸗ 
courſe, to finde out, oꝛ to remember any thing they polſibly can 
not: Onely that whiche ſone paſſcth oner, hath nature al⸗ 
lowed them, that is to ſaye, the imagination of thyngs 
pzeſente| 3 But foꝛ things that are paſte, ſher hath 'ginen 
them a-memo2ye altogither confuſed , whiche neuer cal 
pany 1 agayne to remembzaunce,. except by the _— | 
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0 || | | -»:Ihe prayſe 


of things $1 are pꝛeſent: o alſo fo2 things thatare fo tome, ſhe 
hath likewiſe allowed thẽ no knowledge at al. By what mea- 
nes then (if may aſke) may they be counted happie, whoſe taſe 
is ſuch that they knowe not their owne cltate, err vet are 
able to make any difference betwerne god and eull? But nowe 
on the other de, as touching the ſtate and condition of man, 
who liueth ( pꝛay you)ſo o2derly, that at no time felethanye 
trouble ot minde? what man ſo perfea that neuer yeldeth tohis 
, paſſion:zwho ſo ſingular, but if he auoyde pꝛide, couetouſneſſe 
, poſſeſſcth his hart? Ihe ſhunne couetouſneſſe, anger diſquic⸗ 
teth his patience: il he ſuppꝛeſſe anger; gluttony delighteth his 
tall: if he eſthewe gluttony, enuie conſumeth his tartas ? if he 
repulſe enuie, ſiouthfulnes ouerwhelmeth both ſoule and body. 
» Whereby it commeth ſtil to paſſe, that no man map be utter 
pan eve of fault.fo a as the Poct e - 


E uh man _ by nature fd, 
h his priuate pleaſure led. 


| Which unce it is ſo,J lie not mp frienves, how any mare 
in this lite map be accounted happie, vnleſſe perhappes we ſhold 
recken happineſſe, to tonſiſt in woꝛdes that are wiſely vttered, 
vnder honeſt + cloquet termes. The which if fo it were, it wold 


then come to paſſe; that ſuch as haue moſt learnedly diſcourſed. 


- of Uertue, ſhonloe therefoꝛe be accounted moꝛe happy than o- 
thers. But that this is not ſo, not only experience, but alſo Cice- 
ro himſelt in his Tuſculan queſtions, Auoucheth. How manp Phis- 
loſophert ca vou ſhet me ( ſaithhe)ſo honeſt in maners, ſo ſtaied 
in iudgement, E oꝛder of life, as reaſon requireth. Whois he p 
obeyeth his own rules, oꝛputteth his owne pzecepts inpzacile? 
Some of them ſhall pou fee, ſo ful of boaſting and vaunting, $' 
it had bene better foꝛ them; to haue neuer learned the numme ur 
à letter: other nee money, othet deſirous of glozie, and 


others 
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others made ſubien to their owne luſte, ſo as, their lining and - 
teaching are commonlye contrarie, whiche thing in my iudge⸗ 
ment is moſt vntollerable. Foz as he that pꝛofeſſeth himſelfe - 
a Gramarian, it he ſpeake barberouſſy, oꝛ he, that challengcth the - 


nameof a muſician, if he ſing vntunably, isthemoze to be re- 


pzoned,bycauſche.offendceth in that very thing, wherin he wold © 
ſceme molt (kilfult vnto others: Sa like wiſe the Philoſopher offt-- 
diag in the oꝛder ok his life, is the moze to be condemned, bicauſe - 
he erreth in that parte of duetie, wherein his knowledge doth 

pꝛincipally conſiſt, and is faultie himſclfe in that, in whiche he 
vndertaketh to be ateacher of others. Fo2, when true it is, pᷣ the 
ſubſtaunte of phloſophie doth conſiſt, not in termes but in mat⸗ 

ter, it is a great ſhame foꝛ a man of knowledge, to haue it obiec⸗ 
ted 'vnto him, v he is a philoſopher, not in wozkes but in woꝛdes. 
And thercfoze,it commeth verely to paſle, that ſuch men are not 
in derd, the true inſtruners of Uertue, bitauſe they are therot᷑ de⸗ 
ſcitute themſelues. Fo2 if philoſophie be the ſtudie of M iſdome, < 

as the learned haue defined, and that Miledome be nothing ex2 - 
cept it be put in pꝛactiſe, thereby to ſhewe fanth hir operation: 
It followeth then, that the doarine of ſuche teachers, is altogi⸗ 

ther barren and fraiteleſſe,bicaufe it woꝛketh nat p in thẽ, whi- . 
che it is wont to do in the moſt part of thoſe, of whom it is pol · 
ſfeſſed. Fo2 Cicero nameth Philoſophie,the manuring ofthe witte,.- 
which pulleth vp all vice by the rate,and maketh ant the niunde + 
to reteiue, the fruiteful ſed of Uertue, and as we mayterme it. 
planteth in vs ſuch pleaſaunt fruite, as yteldeth in time a plen⸗· 
tifull increaſe. Wherefo2e,by this it appeareth that the pꝛoper⸗ 

tie ot philoſophie, is rather to make hir louers to liue wel in pub⸗ 

lique conuerſation, tha to ſpeake 4 teach wel in pꝛiuate ſchwles: 
Whiche thing, when by experience it frameth not arcoꝛdingly, 

it therby declarcth ſuch ſuperficial philoſophers, to haue rather 

cudied this noble ſciece,to the end to ſhew fwath the finothneſle” © 


note ; 


of their tongs, wherby fo winnethe p2aiſe of the people than fo 
— — — — Pf 


Df whom, thus wziteth a” erhoztations:Pany philo⸗ 
E. ij. ſopbers 
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made that counterfapte Philoſopher byz colourable þawde: 
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ſophers are eloquent (aithhe)totheir ownorep2wfe, tohoins 317 

ſo it were vour chaunce, to heare them declame, , xther agaynits 

' Conetouſneſſe, icontinencye, ambition , 02 nyeother ſuche like, 
vou woldveryly ſuppoſe, that they ſate miudgement ok their own 


- +behauionrs, ſo noto2toulive the repꝛoches they ſeeme to vtter a⸗ 


gainſt the doings ol others, do retoyle againe to their owne diC- 
, grace : Of whome, we onght to make none other accompt, 
than of common Apoticarics , vppon whoſe bores are out- 
wardlye wꝛitten the names of reſtozatiues, when inward- 
, Ive they are ful of poyſon. Some of them beſydes are ſo ſtrong⸗ 


- lve impudent, that no ſhamefaſtneſic maye pꝛeuayle to with- 
, dꝛawe them from theyz wickedneſle , but that by ſhifting 


they rather ſeeke, howe cxuminglye to excuſe and to defende 
theyꝛ vncleannefle, that ſo at the leaſte wyſe they mave ſerme 
to offende wyth ſome colour of honeſtie. Ariſtippus ſome- 
, tyme Payſter of a ſecte of Philoſophers named Cirenaicte, 
\bſed fo2 hys pleaſure to haunte the companye of one Lays, 
a famous ſtrumpet of Greece, whiche groſle. faulte of bys 
that greate Doctour of Philoſophye dyd inthys ſoꝛte defend: 
, Having, that betwerne hym and the other of hir loners there 
was thys difference , that where they were poſſeſſed by 
1 Lays, Lays was poſſeſſed by hym . O, notable Wiſedome, 
- and Philoſopher well wozthve whame all menne ſhaulde fol- 
lowe : It were donbtleſſe, a thyng verye neceſlarpe, to com- 
mitte our chyldzen to ſuche an inſtruaour, that thereby they 
myghte learne, howe at leaſte wyſe to entertayne a Curti. 
ſan. Thys learned wanton perſwaded hymſelfe, that between 
hym and the reftc of hy: louers , there was a maruellous 
- oddes, fo2-that her, as he thoughte, wythonte trouble oz 
» coſte obtarned hys pleaſure, when they on the other ſyde, 
»wyth laboure and expence, dyd purchaſe repentaunce In 
whyche veric poynte (notwythſfandyng thys differcnce)that 
- fubtile Harlot wente ſomewhat beyonde hym, who in effec, 
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that ſo. by the daylye example of ſo licencious a patron, 
all the youthfull gentlemen of Greece , mighte thencefw2th · 
the rather frequent hir companye, and boldely aduenture to · 
followe they? pleaſure, without any regarde eyther of ſhame- - 
kaſtneſſe oꝛ modeſtie . Therefoꝛe theſe kynde of inſtructers 
(as I ſayde befoze) ſoughte not the wave by the ſtudye 
of Philoſophic, that leadeth vnto vertue, but onely the wave 
that leadeth to Delight : whiche thyng, Cicero hymlelfe-doth al⸗ 
fo teſtiſie. Uerily, albeit (ſayth he) that the whole diſputati-- 
on of philoſophie, contapne in it ſeife a mofte abundant fou - 
:tapne of Uertue and knowvlcdge, pet. beyng compared wyth - 
the doyng and liuvng of. the philoſophers themſelues, J doubt 
me, it hath rather bꝛought vita them a vaine delceation tg- 
thepz ydle pleaſures, than epther p2ofite 02 commoditie to - 
their honeſt affaires:, But nowe lette vs farther: conlpder, - 
ſince occaſion is pzoffered , howe thys famous enricher-of 
the Romaine language, behaued hym ſelfe in hys owne ad- - 
nerſitie.. Me verily following the diſcipline of Panetius the - 
Stoke, ſette downe in w2iting the duetie of eache manne 
exceedingly well, all whyche he compꝛehended vnder thze - 
215wkes . But howe valiauntlve he hymſelfe dyd beare, ey⸗ 
ther the death of: hys daughter, hys olune baniſhmente, - 
o2 the Ponarchie of Ceſar oppꝛeſſing the publike libertie, - 
Titus Liuias dorth bꝛieſtye declare: Df all hys cuili happes - 
and aduerſities (faycth he) hee behaued himſelfe lyke a man 
in none, ſane onely in hys deathe. To what purpoſe then 
J pꝛape vou, p2ofeffed her the knowledge of philoſophies :- 
Why: thonghte hee it neccffarye , to playe the philaſopber 
at all tymes, and in all places, acco2ding to the opinion ot 
Neoptolemus, as it is recoꝛded in Ennus , it in hys mynde, 
he perteyued no p2ofite ta ariſe by the ſame :? fo2 thoſe that 
teache onely, and doe not arcoꝛdinglye, diſcredite their owne < 
teaching: Neyther will any man obey hym, who by his do⸗ 
ingsdoth teſtifye, that he is not wozthy to be obeyed; Pet ia 
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2 The a 
tt A confeſbe a ching to be pꝛailed, in him gineth ſuch p2ecepts 
of honeſtie, but vnleſſe the partie perfozme the ſame in his owne 


life, he pꝛoueth himſelle ineffect but alier: in whom it maye be 
thought farre vnũtte foꝛ his calling, to haue honeſtie placed not 


in his hart, but in his lippes, which contrariewiſe ought rather 
to conſiſt, not in ſpeach and tongue but in like and manners. Foz, 
if true it were that the Uertue of philoſopbie, did at al conũſt in 
the ſubſtaunce of woꝛds: who might then (J pꝛay vou) haue bene 
accounted moze happie, than the man himſelfe of whome wee 
ſpeake, from whome all the gloꝛie of Rom ine eloguence had hir 
only perfectiõ: But thaty foꝛce of philoſophie remaineth no wher 
elſe than in a mind wel diſpoſed, himſelfe alſo in his Tuſculan diſ⸗ 
putativs doth plainly witneſle, where wholy directing his talke 
to philoſophie, thus he wꝛiteth.o noble Philoſophie, the guide of our 
life, the ſearcher out of vertue and the expelley of vice, what were 
we, or what were the life of man, without thy aide and afiſtancefThau 
(I ſap) were the firſt inuenter of all good lawes, the only teacher of 
learning, of manners, and of all good nurture, Mherim, if but aceoꝛ⸗ 
dingly we could put in pꝛactiſe all that we cal honeſtie, ſo eaſyly 
as we map talke x diſcourſe of the ſame, ſhould not then (A pꝛay 
vou) both we our ſelues, and al other that haue vſurpedy name 
of Philoſophers,be tudgedhappie 2 But the caſe in very derd ſtã⸗ 
ding thus that philoſophie of it ſelfe requireth both liuing and 
doing wel(which is hard to be atchicued)rather tha ſaying and 
ſpeaking wel, which may eaſily be attained: from hẽce, I ſap, it 
pꝛottedeth, that many men haue brene contented with the onely 
name and title of vertue, when of the true intent and meaning 
therof, they were altogither ignoꝛant Notwithſtanding, in the 
true iudgement of al men, he only is to be taken and 
fo2 wiſe, who in woꝛde and deede, both when thou ſeeſt hym x 
when thou heareſt him, is alwayes one and the ſame without 
Alteration, But the fole on the other ſide (as Salomon ſapth) is 
changed like the Mone, now this in woꝛbs, nowe that in action, 
declaring therby thetontrarietie of his minde.E V] D Oo. Mhere 
alittle Na wexeaſoned-(friende ey: of the pꝛopertie of 
Vert 
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vertue, and of that happinelſe which the bettoweth bponthoke, 
that guyding themſelnes by hir warie oꝛder, liue an honeſt and 
vertuons life: we were not (A remember) fp karre fozth gone; 
as to atfirme, that anye man coulde liue deuopde of faulte (foz 
_ this we knowe was the onlie andpeculiar p2iuiledge of chriſt 
our ſauiour)netther went we about to pzoue,that all men em⸗ 
bzaced vertue: But thisonely we laid, that i beaſtes, when they 
perfozmed their naturall operations, might be accompted hap- 
pie, accoꝛding to the fozmer opinion of Plotinus, muche moze 
ought we then to indge the ſame of 'x "Reaſon, 
baue that pzeeminfce in him as it di 22 and that al his affecti- 

+ ons be ſabiec {til to hir-gouernement, But, if to that which is 
ſpoken J may be lawfully ſuffered, vpponbetter aduiſemente 
to adde one thing moze, then thus E pꝛoctede. Albeit at ſgme 
time , certaine fonde affections contrarie toreaſon,do appeare 
in vs, vet ſo log as they pꝛeuaile not,nozgetthe vpper bad ur re- 
ſon, a man is not therefo2e to be cffeemed either cuil 02 vnhap⸗ 
pie: For without faultes no man liueth, and he is beſt that is troubled 
with fe weſt. Ar this rule may but thus be graunted, as in trouth 
it is euident, then without queſtion, we e able to finde out 
diuers notable god men: Foz in al ages th 05 haue flouriſhed 
many, who by their holy and iuſt lining,by theirmanifolde and 
notable vertues (fo2 dtuerſe are the giftes whiche the Soue⸗ 
raigne God powꝛeth do wne vppon his people) haue deſerued 
great honoz and eſtimation in the woꝛld. Df whiche number it 
ſhall not, J thinks be amiſſe, if J repete in this place ſome few. 
And ſirſte, what ſay we of Socrates 7, who ſo many demeaned 
hunſelle in tal his actions, that at no time, either in aduerſitie oz 
pꝛoſperitie, his tcountenaunce was founde to be altered: Ney- 
was it at all in him to be maruelled, ſince fo lightly he cſtemed 
the verie terrour of death, that when opoztunitie was conne- 
niently offered him to haue eſcaped the lame, he vtterlie refuſed. 
the aduguntage thereol: knowing right well, that death was 
onely dzeadfull vnto thole, with whoſe moꝛtal life all glozy, all 


Yn all eſtimation vid vtterly periſh, and not vnto thoſe, 
F. whoſe 


whoſe Yerfue.and. renowne een and coulde 
neuer detap:foʒ he, an rms us Reaſon applied hi | 
to the bettering of his e Eun af Philos 


ſophie to conſift, ide. cal te betiweene.god an 4470 
ſides, in this one point the 0 himſeite maze wile than the 
reſte, in that, he wit Wee ofhis dilputation from 
. the ſearching out ofcelxlfiall and ſupernatural cauſes, wher- 


in manyhaue heretofoze ſpent, both their witte and their ow 
,bo bot rin wn pts mn and 


as a ſpectacle tu the wo? 


who among otbet. bys 'ma 
ſo great, 15 Ne eee af hons3 be 
woulde be called, refuſed the ti writ wh reer 


had taken vpon them, and that, hich in 155 1 755 c<-. 
mon to al ſuch as were. learned, chaſing rather to be called, nat 
Sephos but Philoſophot , not. jt ne CAN aſcarcher and louer ak. 
Uliledbmze. in of Plato. he were accampted 
ot al the wil leit, kd alſo attained fo ? e perfection or 
learning and eloquence, as il Iupiter himſelfe woulde haue diſ- 
cended krom the heauens, he coulve neuer haue vſed a moze co⸗ 
pious kyle: yct notwithſtanding, he refuſed the title ofhis own. 
gloꝛie e be had right, and aſcribed the hangur of all 
hys wozkes bnto Socrares hps Pailker, chewing thereby him⸗ 
ſelfeno leſſe commendable foꝛ demeandur, than honourable. 
fo! his knowledge. What of Cato the elder 2 who in the iudge⸗ 
ment of all men was accompted, the verye image of Uertue, . 
the honoꝛ of the Romans, andthe ſkave of the whole Empire: bo . 
I meane, whoſe name and Uertue was after ſuppazted by.Ca- 
to the panger,that noble and p2incetyſormeofhis. What of” 
Seneca2who was of ſtomacke ſv ſfoute , that with patience he 
maſtered the very terrour of death, when by the cömaundemẽt 
of Nero the tirant he was therunto enfo2ced,! that of Fabricius 
the Roman?a man fo ſincere and'vp2ight of minde,that tot with 
the vehement temptation of goſde if ſelke he 15 to be coz⸗ 
rupted: why fir ſt (as the * affirmeth)refyſed the large and 


mightie 
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| Th 25 Rs 5 he ene 
be done, bit gaue hin warning eve 
ſon pꝛetendes } ig therumr theſe ure 1 
Enioye thy longer life thin Meanes (O Firthib ; owe 
glad of that whiche' thou haſte berctofore date that 155 pe 
Vabricius thy enemye woulde not be corrupted- To conclude, 
many other there haue bene, who albeit they haue ctred 
in ſome pointes like menne, yet wholye in theit mindes they 
Kyll embꝛaced vertu; by whoſe! meatic# theyꝛ lines were 
both? Bleſſel and Heppie: at all times ſo behiniing theniſel⸗ 
yes, that of theyꝛ ſayings and doyngs, there ſtyll remay⸗ 
neth to the woꝛlde, a perpetuall remembzaiince . Do then | 
on the other ſyde, though manye'there haue kms ne 
20 I LA 
wythſtaidyig 5 it cannot therefdꝛe 5 Ae 
but that theſe men dis allo greate 6d in the wo ds; wle 
3 — . a it Aas tothe fame: 
raffly 
e. i ihe ie ds ben be umtwerübte m al 
poutes to the maine of Mets begehbar d 
tompted ſo happie as they? but we uk remember, that they 
entreate ot veriac and not of themfelues: they reaſon not howe - 
then dor ue; but how: they and all other 5 
te 11195 lottin g alf che mice before dur cy Whereat we 
nigfte-$aell”; 'the ſubeelfe 'whoreor 5, though! ab lan Yyinies'if « 
—— win by tenow of the frapitir and weake⸗ 
nelle of vur elho;-petthehonelt interite ann purpoſe 6f god 
menne; hath birne alwayes/accoinjited pxavſe 1werthve of . 
S remove N tapnelb fon 5 great 


w thrw"p2ple;f the gate" Nef, 
are his . 


TO 2 W wap ole 8 2 Las | A 0 © FO n * 1 y p — * _— 5 1 
ee ee ee ee eee e e r e eee 1 er OR — , — 
* 4 
— 
: ' — — — —H—̃. TI EEO Ennen er —— mT MES INE 


te koꝛ che benelptte of 
F. j. man, 
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man, inhat is beſt to be done, and what to be auoyded, ſerk ing 
| further, and that with al their migbt, how to ne the ſame 
in their owne behauiour, and at coꝛding to their powers to liue 
well themſelues. LIS 1 P. You diſpute Exdoxw verie earneſtly, 
ſeeking to withdzawe me from myne opinion, by manye god 
and pithie reaſons, wherein, although you haue diligently la- 
baured, you haue nat vet bꝛought me to be of pour iudgemente. 
Foz this is to me an aſſured grounde, that nothing in thys 
woꝛlde may make à man Happic,confidering,that the o2dinarie 
courſe of our life is but ſhoꝛt, and that we are al made thzal vn- 
to miſerie: Where on the other ſide, Happineſſe itſelfe is wha- 
ly made perfect , hauing nothing t that may trouble oꝛ diminiſhe 
the ſame, So as, not any thing in my opinion may be accomp- 
ted Happie, that is not voide of Corruption, and there is nothing 
vncorruptible that is not Jmmortall,wherby J contlude, that no 
moztall creature may here attaine to this bliſfulneſſe of life, as 
you would haue it, but rather, ſo long as he abidetꝭ on the earth. 
I;thinke him moſt miſerable: neither, do J onely not take him 
to be Bleſſeũ, hut that he cannot be accomptedſq much as Hap⸗ 
pie, chiellp, ſo lang as he remaineth within this troubleſome bo« 
die, the which, to the ende it may be diſlolued it isneceCariefirff 
that it be coꝛr rupted: but then onely ſhall, he inioye this Felicitie, 


when bis fans being free from the trouble of the lleſh, hal line 


wholy in $pirite, Pet this J deny not, but that Gol, b recom- 
penceth our wel doing with an incomparablerewarde ; hath ſo 
oꝛdayned, 5 they whichhere inthe dayly miſeries 4 aduerſities 
of this woꝛld behaue themſciugs well, and eſchcwingthe enti⸗ 
cing baytes of pleaſure., giue thenzſelyes wholy with al theys 
endeour ta the cperciſs.of Vertu: papnetully wading though: 
out all the-daungers andtroubles ok aduerſitie to attayne to the 
lame: that they J lex, euen here in tis life hall receive at byn 
handes, a certaine pledge of their bliſfulneſſe to tame, whereby 
thepz trauailes may ſeme vnto them leſſe greanqus ann heaup- 


Which pledge J meane, to be the confidence and hape thaviet 
n remapneth,topfully fo attaine to that W 
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by his woꝛd he hath pzomiſet :wheroſeuilmenontheotherſide, 
| byoccaſion of their naughtineſle,ſce themſelucs to be depziued, 
ſoas,by the terroz of their wickednelle which they haue wilful- 
fullye committed, they liue aiwaycs in feare, whiche feare of 
theirs, ſo troubleth and diſquieteth they? quiltie mindes , that 
they alwayes ſtande in dzeadof the vengeance of God:Wher- 
vpon it followeth, that they ſuſpece cuery thing, they ſtande in 
feare ofcuery thing, and that Death is to them ſo hateful aneni- 
mp, that if it were poſſible,they would neuer ſo much as thinke 
of the ſame:the rememb2aunce whereof, if by chaunce oꝛ occa⸗ 
fon it kal into their mindes,fo2thwiththey tremble and become 
ſo feareful. that they are therewithall bereaued ot al their quiet⸗ 
neſſe: Do verie farre differing hath God deuided , the ſtate ol 
god men and euill men aſunder. TALES. By this reaſon it 
lemeth then,that we may lawfully confute Þ opinion of thoſe, 
who ſay that vertue is the greateſt Good, oꝛ Felicitic it ſelfe. Foz 
Vertur 4904 take it, is not in derde that ſole and ſoueraigne 
Soad, hut rather a wozkerand pzocurer of the ſame, foꝛaſmuch 
as thereto we cannot attaine, without the helpe and aſliſtaunce 
of vertue. Fo2,48 vice it ſelfe although it be cuil, yet is not that 
extreme t moſt peſfiferous Euil, ſo vertve; although it be Good; 
pet is it not that ſole and seife good Wwhiche we call relicitie, 
lince::$elfe goal is that 33 whiche nevthnot th aun 
any other ſuperiour Good: but vertue we ſinde, that it:craneth s 
helpe of a further Good, and therfoze it may notas J bevel ſaid) 
be termed Felicitic:butrather a ſtep oꝛ degree, wherby we aſcend 
vnta the maieſtie af God; who is in derd, that vndoubted, y moſt 
extellent and moſt ſoueraigne Good, tathe which, bythe ware 
of vertuel as the Philoſophers terme it) we are gloꝛisuſſy aduan 
ced.Therefo2e toconclude, that inferiour Good whiche we call 
ver tue, dught not to be called that ſole and ſcueraigne Good, 
ſince by the ſame we only aſcende, to a farre ſuperioux andmoze 
celoſtiatGood than it ſelfe, that is, to pelicitie. Notwithſtanding, 
thoſe autient v filnſophers being altogither ignoꝛant of the true 
* andofficeof n wherto . 
es, 
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tented themlelues wird che onvly' title! und reputation of the 
ſame, whythe they ſayde, was to be ſought and deſired, with- 
oute anye hope, of aduauntage o pꝛofite to be gayned 
thereby > and ſo, made rhar thelt chicfe and pꝛincpall Goel, 
bytaule th knewe no ochör moze celeſtiall o; ſaperfour 
Good, whettvponto repoſe the hope of theyꝛ Felicitie' , '' But 
doubtleſſe, the true benefite and effimation of vertue, con⸗ 


ſyſteth wholye, In the patient ſuffering of aduerſitie, 45 pouer- 
ö impriſonmente , griefe, baniſpmente, loſſe of friendes, 


and ſuche lyke : and then onely is it moſte abſolute and 


perfede, when after theſe calampties the mynde is made 
contented, voluntaryly to ſuffer the ſharpeſte punyſhmente 
bol Death, chiefipe , if evther Reputation 02 Reaſon ſhall: — 
requpꝛe the ſame: ſhewyng thereby, a contempte of 
Whyche others embꝛate, and a lone ot Death whythe 
men doe feare', And therefoze, ſince other wyſe it tan not 
ber, beit that in lieu of ches ladoure greate guerdon 
mutke be hoped (fo2 that paynes vndertaken vnto Deathe, 
can not paſſe wythoute rewarde) and that no rewarde 
ſufficyente to counteruayle the lame mape bes lounde vp⸗ 
pon the Barth, foꝛ that, ſuche reſotute demeanoure diſpiſett 
all frayle and tranſptozie toyes : Ulhat then remapneth 
but that from rontethpte of thele Earthlpe matters; tas 
kyng tegarde of mode heaueniye affayzes , wer alppze 
vnto the hope of ſome teleſtiall retompente, whyche is no⸗ 
thyng elle then Im mortulitie; wherem , that ſouetaigne 
God, whyche wer cal kelicitie y is onely tu bt unde, the 
whvche is thereloꝛe accompted 'Bleſſed, bycan(e; it ran nep⸗ 
ther periſße noꝛ be coꝛrupted. So that, if a man mapye be ver⸗ 
txous, (whyth can not be denyed) then mare he be Bleſſed, (fox 
it cannot he that he may pollihiꝝ be accompted vnbapnit that is 
enducd with vertur) and if he man be atſſti , he mae betuſd 
Jmmortall, from whente thys Pleſſe lneſſt docth dnein epi r 


but the ſame ur tan Pee hi 1o'long.as we liue in this: 
tran, 
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kranſito21e wozlde , „ whicheis full of chaunge and alteration, 
fo2 that our life and cur woꝛkes are both ſubiea to detape. 
And therefoze Liſippus, I truely foꝛ my parte am alſo of o- 
pinion. , that you haue rightlye iudged of the Bleſſed: and 
Happie le: Foz the Philoſophers themſelues when they 
talke of a wiſe man, they deſeribe hym to be Cache as is not. 
to be faunde, in the oꝛdinarie courſe and pꝛaayſe of our life, 
but rather they faine hym to repꝛeſente ſuche a one, as were 
to be imagyned oz wiſhed foꝛ : As foꝛ example when they 
ſape, A wiſe man is troubled with no kinde of paſsion: and againe, _ _ 
He that hath vertue, wanteth nothing requiſit, to a bleſſed and bappie 
life Do like wile, to line bleſſedyle and happilye , is nothing elſe, 
than to live honeſtlye and vertuouflye *by. theſe and ſuch other they: 
ſayings, they note vnto vs, ſuch a a ſpeciall and pꝛeciſe kunde 
of Wiſcdome, as: no moꝛtall creature hath euer atchicued.. 

LiS1 PP;V,S, True it is Tales that you haue ſpoken , me 
anne .manne. myghte reache that perfce.. Waſedome. , | 
ſhaulde thereby alſo become Bleſſed,but byt auſe no kes 
hytherto. attapned to the ſame, thys Felicitie is therefoꝛe ok 
ryghte relerued, foꝛ thoſe. diuine and celeſtiall ſoules of god. 
menne, . who beyng ſette free from the bondage of theyꝛ bo... 
dyes, are by. God,.aduaimced-foz theyz Good and vertuous- 

| liupng, into the-fellowſhippe..of Aungels ,- where, by. reaſon, 
of the gloꝛious ſighte of hys diuine pꝛeſence, they haue the: 
fruition.of that eternall Bli/fulneſſe, whereof, wer haue hy⸗ 
therto ſpoken , But fo2 this our tranſitoꝛie lyfe, it maye con⸗ 
uenientlye be. called. a, Theatre, wherein triall is made, by. 
God the creatoꝛ of all thyngs, ol the god and euill demea⸗ 
nour of all men, who. pꝛomiſeth a iuſte and mercyfull re⸗ 
warde vnto eache man, accoꝛdyng to his deſerte. 1 4A LES. 
Now therefo2e to p2oceede.let vs next i ſo it like you)ſet down- A brief riperr* © 
a moꝛe perfect definition of vertue,Wiehaue firſfdeclared 47 py ther, . 
theſe auntient Philoſophers, who were ok. 2 
uyng e the wyſelt. , mylled the true, 5 and 


en thereof ; Wee hane after noted 8 e 
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if ſemeth pincipally to tonſiſt, that is, in the patient faffering of 
aduerſitie : And laſtipe, we hauelikewiſe expꝛelled what is the 
true andperfect ende thereof, and that it cannot be our chiefe 
and ſoueraigne Good, fo2 that dur chieteſt Good, is the mall 
recompence and re warde of vertue. It remapneth therefoze ne- 
ceſſaric,y we now ſet down a moꝛe p2oper definitiotherof:whi- 
che thing, although it wold haue rather bene perfoꝛmed befoze, 
euẽ in firſk beginning of our talke,yet y maner of this our diſ⸗ 
putation , cauſed vs ſomewhat to alter the common courſe and 
accuſtomed oꝛder. It is therfoꝛe, my friendes, to be conſequẽt⸗ 
ly noted, that vertue is al-waies one & the ſel feſame thing, not with 
flanding, that according to the diuerſitie of matter wherein it is han- 
deled, it taketh diuerſe names: As the vertue of a man is to be able 
to manedge al maner his affaires, of a woman to gouerne and 
diſpoſe the houſe, of a ſouldier to be valiaunt and foꝛwarde in 
battell, of a huſhandman to knowe the nature of his grounde, 
andhowe to manure the ſame: In like manner, the vertue of a 
yong man, of an olde man, ol a freeman,and a bonde man, are 
different no leſſe in condition, foꝛ as Plato ſayeth, accozding to 
the difference of their actions and ages, ſo diuerſe are the ver⸗ 
tues that are founde in them. L1$1PP vs. Uerily Tales, then 
haue we in my opinion bene greatly foꝛtunate, in this our brief 
diſputation , fo2 where we ſought but foz one onely vertue, we 
haue now found out a whole wozlde of vertues to be reſtaunt 
among men. T A. This opinion of pours Liſtppus,can not be 
true, fo2 as there is but one kinde of Health, wherewyth all 
men are made Healthfull, and one kinde of Greatneſſe , where- 


by all men are made Greate, and one kinde of Strength wherby 


al men are made ſtrong: So al men are made vertuous by one 
kinde of vertue, and are al made Good by one kynde of Goodnes, 
fo2 9 in al things whatſocuer, ther is in troth, but one only ſub- 
ſtanceof vertue, notwithſtanding,that it may ſeuerally pollelſe 
dinerſe variable names, agrieable to the matters wherein it is 


, connerfant. oꝛ, as all kynde of siekieſſe inß truth of Nature is 
in effect ir although, when it is in the handes wee call it 


Chiragra, 
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- Chiragr«,when in thelegges Podagre, and whentinthe head Ce- Strebe 


phalea, whereby accoꝛding to the diuerſitie of our members phiatea, are 
diſeaſed, it is dinerfiye called: Do allo of vertu, althoughe „ . 
when it ſearchcth out the truth of cache matter, and ware- Coe. 
- tp maketh choyce betwene p2ofitable and vny2ofitable, and 
- betweene god and euill, we tall it by the name of Prudence : 
when it laboureth about the mapntayning of humayne So⸗ 
» Ctetye, and yeldeth to euerye man that whyche is due, vſing | 
vpꝛightneſſe in ſales and bargaines, we call it by the name of 
- Juſticezwhen it conſiſteth in the courage and valoꝛ ol an vnuin | 
tible harte, we cal it by the name ol rortitude: when like wiſe it 
pertameth to the oꝛderly diſpoſition of our ſayings and doings, 
we tal it by p name of Modeſtie:pet, are al theſe in truth, butone 
onely vertur. Therfo2e, to deliuer vou my minde mode plaine⸗ 
ly, what maner of thing it is, thus as J take it, it may beſt be 
- Defined: r hat vertue is nothing elſe, than a good conſtitution of the 
ſoule and minde. Foz the obtayning whereof this is to be noted, % 
that it is not to de gotten by Eyeotneſſe of frergtb, which ſhozte⸗ k. 
lv decapeth:no2 by Beautiful lookes, which wil ſone fade away: 
noꝛ by abundance of wealth, hero we haue no aſſuraunce: no: 
- by Sharpneſſe of witte, foz that, by howe muche the moꝛe craftie 
ànd fubtile a man is, ſo muche the moꝛe ſuſpectedandhateful is 
his life, it there withall he wante the eſtimation of hoͤneſtie: 
no? finally by Sweete and amorous pleaſures, whythe beyng the 
p:ofeffcd enempes of vertue, doe wholye wythdꝛawe our 
myndes from the ſame: But, it is doubtleſſe poured done „„, 
vppon vs from aboue, by the liberall beneficence of the hea⸗ ». 3» > 
uenlye powers. In compariſon whereof, ſpnce nothyng ©: 
in thys woꝛlde maye bee founde ſo beautiful, what folow- 
eth then (J pꝛape pou ) but as vice on the one ſyde fo2 
the defoꝛmitpe thereof is to be abhoꝛred and anoyded, fo 
Vertue on the other ſpde fo2 the dygnitye thereof, oughte 
the rather to bee deſoꝛed: by the allyſtaunce whereof, 
wer muſte earnefflyc laboure to obtayne that, than the 
whych, nothyng may bee deſpꝛed moꝛe 9 is to ſay, 
2 h + aA 
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4:2 The prayſe : 
a a minde both god, noble, and rightly diſpoſed, which being lo 
, qualified, is not otherwiſe to be eſtæmed, than as a verie God, 
laboꝛing and trauailing in the bodie of a Man. Teuching who, 
as an euill perſcn turneth all things to the woꝛſt, ſo he on the 
contrarie victh all things to the beit, as Riches,>trength, Witte, 
and whatſoeuer he hath beſides , eyther of himſelfc o2 of, Foꝛ⸗ 
tune. Fo2 all theſe, are nothing elſe than inſtrumentes of fa2ce, 
ſeruing the Wicked to the ruyne of themſelues, and alſo of o- 
thers, and the Good, not onely to their owue aduantage, but to 
the generall pꝛoſite and commoditie of al men. So that the mas 
ner of the doing thereof, teacheth vs by what name the age 


is to be called: foꝛ that whiche is well done is termed Honeſt, 


and that which is cuil done is termed vnhoneſt. As foꝛ example: 
Eloquence when it is well vled, there is nothing moꝛe pꝛayſe 
woꝛthy, nothing moꝛe commendable, noꝛ nothing moꝛe fit, ep⸗ 
ther to ſtirre vp admiration in thoſe that ſhall heare vs, to con · 
firme the hope of thoſe that ſhall nerde vs, oꝛ to winne the fauoz 
and god will of thoſe that ſhall de defended by vs: but when it 
is abuſed, nothing is then moꝛe hurtful than the ſame, whereof, 
this wꝛiteth Cicero, in the p2eface of his bokes de inuentione: 
I haue ofte times muſed with mp ſelfe (ſayth he) whether Elo⸗ 
quence haue bene occaſion, of moꝛe god oꝛ harme tothe ſtate of 


mon, and to the maintenance of common weales: fo2 when on 


the one ſide J call vnta my remembꝛance, the diuerſe calami⸗ 
ties ofthe x oman E mpiye, t the lamentable ſubuerſion of manve 
flouriſhing eſtates, I the perceiue a great part of ſuch diſtreſſe, 
to haue only p2oceeded from men of great eloquence: when af- 
ter on the other ſide I call to minde againe , by the reco2deof 
antient monuments, things done long ſince, far beyond the age 
and remembꝛance of man, J finde, that many Cities haue bene 
founded, many warres ceaſed, many leagues concluded, many 
friendſhippes ioyned, partly by wit and pollicie, but chicflp by, 
 Eloqu#ce,15v log debating wherof, in fone Jam thus reſolued, 
» That wiſdome without eloquece ma but ſmally aduãtage, & that e⸗ 


» loquece without wiſdom, maie manie times harme, but ſeldome profits, © 


Wheyz 


2 Js — * — * 


. 


of Solitarineſſe. 43 

Eaherfoze,tf any mi neglecting p ſtudy of pbiloſophie, wherby 
Ductic is tobe learned x Wiſdome increaſed, wil wholy ſpend his 
time in Þ exerciſe of Oratorie, what other benefite map therof a- 
riſe,but y therbyhe ſhal became, an vnpzofitable friend to hun⸗ 
fcif,x a dangerous meber to the common Wealth, But he, that 
furniſheth hymſelle with 8loquence, to the entente to bende the 
face thereof,not to —4 but to defende and maintaine the 
wealth of his countrep, he I ſay(in my iudgemente ) ſeemes a 
member very pꝛoſitable, both pꝛiuately foꝛ bys friendes, and 

generally fo2 the whole eſtate. UWherefoze, the Minde of man 

» oughtfirlt to be well inſtruned, foꝛ from thence our reaſons, 

, from thence our woꝛds, and from thence the confo2mitie of our 

bodie, both foz countenaunce and behauiour do pꝛaceede: And 4! pf. 


, Certaine it is, that the whole diſpoſition of our life, is tempered . po a 


and pꝛopoꝛtioned onely by our Minde, and by it is wholye gouer⸗ =. 
ned. Foz,if the Minde be well and in god plight, our talke, our 
manners, and al the reſt of our demeanour, ſhall be fitting and 
- Fonnenijent,foz the credite of an honeſt man: But, if the Minde 
be weake andeuilldiſpoſed, then all things come pꝛeſentlye to 
ruine and decay. Foz the auoyding whereof,it is neceſſarie ſirſt 
that we fler to the ſuccour of the Liberal ſciences,and after, to the 
tomfoꝛtable admonition of Diuine knowledge, ſince the Minde is 
not otherwiſe ſtrengthened, than by god letters, and by the cõ⸗ 
ſideration of things natural: oꝛ p godneſſe of the Mind which 
we cal vertuelthe whiche, as befoꝛe we haue declared, falleth 
downe from aboue) is doubtleſſe maintained and increaſed by 


Studie. Wherevnto, that therby the rather we ſhould employe * 


our ſelues with pleſure and delight, it is oꝛdained from the firſt, 
„ that all men by a ſpectall inſtinct of Nature are deſiroully giuen 
to learne, and are dꝛawen on by Kinde to a ſingular loue t deſire 
of knowledge: wherin, as to paſſe al others they accompt it a 
thing of great eſtimation,ſo on the other ſide, to llide, toerre, to 
N to be deceiued, they recken it as a matter of gret 


diſgrace. Fo2 this otraſion Nature hath the ra en vs atu⸗ 
eee dee Warder. 
5.1 ceuen⸗ 
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tellẽcie, hath purpoſely appointed vs p only beholders,of al fuch 
+ hirmiracuious wazks, as appeares inthe wozld:to this intent 
(as it ſæmeth) that by the regarde of ſuche rare and wonderful 
ſights both in heauen and on erth,we might peeld vnto God ſuch 
bono? in the ſame, that the cxcellencie of his wozkes made lub⸗ 
i iet to our knowledge, might nat coucrtly paſſe away without 
i ſome teſtunony of his Glorie: All which he created to none o⸗ 
| ther end it appeareth, than y by the vie w al ſuch viſible things, 
ue might intelleaualip aſceud top farther tũſideratiõ of things 
N unuiſible: who although he hath made + ſubiccted to our vſc all 
5 interioꝛ creatures of p erth, vet is not this Þ cauſe ot our gre⸗ 
teſt wöder: But, it is rather a thing far ſurpaſſing preft,thatby 
the knowledge therof he leadeth vs on, to a farther vnderſtan⸗ 
ding of things moꝛe Dinine : with the rare spinid 4 imagination 
wherok, we ar maued to ſerch into farthercauſes,tha are vſual⸗ 
ip ſubiea top vici ot p eie:wherby þ rather we are bꝛought by 
degrees, into a greater admiration of the handywozks of God * 
' fe thence at laſt, vnto p reucrence + woꝛſhip of his holy name: 
fo2 he knoweth beſt how to do him wo2ſhip,y hath moſt vnder⸗ 
ſtanding of his onmipotent power, ſince perfectly © wholp, it is | 
vnpollible he map be copzchended of any man, as the ſcripture 
affirmeth. The ſtudy therfoꝛe of Divine letters, is wont in ſuche 
1 ſoꝛt to diſpoſe PReaſe on t underſtanding of our senſe if Þ mind 
l ofa god mã were poſſible to be ſeen, we ſhould doubtleſſe find a 
t like perfecti in the ſame, as remaineth in thoſe bodies that are 
avoue the Moone, wher al things arc beth cleare  b2ight,with- 
out either tẽ poſt oꝛ trouble. Fo2 albeit he line here, among the 
mamfold miſexies ⁊ calamities of this woꝛld, pot as the Sunne, 
whoſe beamts though they ſhine vps diners duttiſh A Unclean⸗ 
ly places, do gather notwithſtãding no coꝛruptiũ fro the lame: 
ſo he, alliſted always with the helpe of god, notwithſtanding he 
daily remaine amog the contagiousalluremets of vicenelirs 
ucth himſelf ſtil perfect +cleane, Yet this J wold pg haue yo! 
to loke fo2 at his hands, f if foꝛ the maintenice £ gf any. quarx 
che hans of god himſelt, he were cruellp lit 
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of Sclitarineſſel | 
with copching haul of vbleri the trat;ve ould aur tly | 
lap togither w Epicarus,y it were lipcte andpleaſank, Foz may. l 
ny there be y are rather endu\d with.an harancsefhart,thanwd | 
any noble az manful courage. ud un — eu me, = 
a wifemgn hath no feeling of griefe;13ut | q 


to haue taſted therof themlelues,q2 otherwiſe experfcnce auld 
haue remoued thẽ in time,frothat their fond 4 arrogant opiniö, 
Aàꝛ̃no leſſe enloꝛted thẽ, thaugh ſoze againſt their willes, to baue 
| Confeſſedy.truth,Fo2 as to haue a ente #feling of gricfe,is in-. 
cidente to. the nature of ad men, ſo bocnrat the, lane wi 
- Toutnes af cozage,is p pꝛopertie only of hum i is v 
(I fap)is be, ywillpatiently hmant 
uer:t vet not ſo, but that he muſt fil confeſſe.toh; e natura 
95 10 fling — Ad TI ape lich as in 
is ſoꝛt do rightly know how to ſeke alter e hauing 
therto attained how to e the lane ſeas ene nind. 
men wazthy toꝛ Gos: in whom ta che e 0 1 may 
apparantly make pꝛote, ho mu ugg eghacs 
ſuffer,fo2 themaintenaunce of vertve and en 020 
leſſe a god man is Ca) butalittle,. to thoſe hea 


rites that are abone Ine 
bee Cer 
childzen;b2 ngety vpto godnelle and dilciz 


rentes But! lette vs fo2 the ee admitte 1 omar . 
Neger verye well 7 „dor wylfullye abuſe that. 
cheyz ſkill and as well in matters of. Huwonitic, | 
as alſo, enen From e 


readiedeclared)ſo mum commoi s to gwd purpoſe: pꝛocæde: 
5 themlelues, at not as J take it tõ be unde 


e diſpꝛoued, though ignoꝛaunte people doe di 
bete en e 5 to: they. knows 
reatcr. ul Blog thanare 


eee matters 
lubieg rothirba rbarous capacitie: who neuer moꝛe 
1 ä G. ij. nuata⸗ 


ne 
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46 e TOY 
notably dopubltth their folke, then whenmoltthey wan teme 
to be cunning in all things. Foz nothing truelp, may appear 
moꝛe grofſe and abſurde to be graiited, than bycauſe at iometune 
thꝛough our dne abaſe they hurte vs ,'therefoze to cundeuie 
rt ier giftes and 63namentes of Xature : whiche if it were 
le, what thing ( Z pꝛay vou) ſo euidentiy lending to the be⸗ 
ee ſounde, ut that the niſdemcanour of 
- cuillpcrſons,may pernerlely apply to the contrary, Foz, if ſo we 
„ſhall weythe giftes of nature, by the bchaniour of thoſe vpon = 
, whometheyare beſtowed, it will then appeare,that we haue re- 
ne from hir at all, but that whithe tendeth to the 
hurte and hinderaunce of our ſelues,Fo2 example, who by this 
meanes may accompt it acomoditie to ſee;oz to ſpeake:to whom 
thallnotlife it ſelf{than the which, we holde nothing moze deere) 
be thought a very toꝛment full of miſcrie? But it is in truth ſo 
| farre beybdreaſon,thus to repꝛoue ether the benefits of Nature, 
| 02 of Artes oz of Sciences, 02 of anykinte of Knowledge,and that 
| fo2no other occaſion, than fo2 the miſbehauionr onely of thoſe, 
that peruerſly vie them to their wicked intentes:as if we ſhould 
condenme the Arte of Oratorie, foʒ the faultie Iyfe of ſome licen⸗ 
tious Orator. Fo2 albeit theſe god Artes, do not of themſelues 
- adozne gur mindes, with the p:efent poſſeſſion of vertue, pet du 
they pꝛepare vs, and make vs apt, as we haue ſaydbefoze, to re⸗ 
cepue the ſame: Nepther, coulde God haue giuen vs any other 
thing, moe fitte 4 conuenient tolaye the foundation foꝛ ſo great 
a benefite, Thus muche at this time J haur thought it conueni- 
ent toſpeake of vertue, and you(my friends) do farther erhozt, 
that nothing than the ſame yon eſterme mozedeere, t that with- 
all you pꝛeterre no woꝛldly benefite befdze hir: Than the it ich, 
N though nothing moꝛe graue, nothing moze diume, noꝛ nothing 
g moꝛe plentyfull, maybe founde tobe ſpoken of, yet Jdoubfe 
1 but many things J haue ouerſlipped, that might well haue bene 
1 remembꝛed bicauſe you ſodenly enfo2ced mie beyng altogithex: 
vnpꝛouided) todifconrſe vpon a tauſe ot ſo great umpoztance. 7 
EV D, Therefoze Tales, ſince on the ſudden you haut fo lear⸗ 
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y diſputed vpõ aer en m. 
n — inder ante is to be hope 
fo; at your hands:ſuch· true taule, the moltre⸗ 


uerent Potentates of this our cõmen — do greatly regarde. 

Foz as in all other things you are ſuſticientlye pzouded, ſo by 

this vour oꝛderly and wel plled e haue gret⸗ 

ly ſatiſned and perfinadedmyfanfie, rw pendant fl 

lyking of Liſppus, but foꝛ my ſe he Jae aue fi 

bꝛought me, to be of your opt 

thoſe, that rightly deeme of en they jy Ibelne th yeeld. 

vnto you the ſame. S1 P. Andi — my part Tales, do the 

rather agree with you in .opinion.concerning vertue, tor that 

Ariſtotle himſelt, and allo di ble wel learned Philoſophers, 1 
baue ſo in ettea defined of the ſame:ſaping, that Vertur is «good , ä 
qualitie of the minde, gotten by vſe and exerciſe. F02 as the p2ofel- e —— 2 
lozs ot other arts. ſa ſane as they hegin ta learntheit pꝛintiples, TR 
are not foꝛthwith entitled hy 33 eee 
—— ceeded. b | 


and are bras renee other W 15 
lceme of right to belong vnta the ſame : ſo they that endenours | 
themſelues to the getting of vertue il perthaunce they perfoꝛme 
ſome two oꝛ thꝛꝶ notable and ſingular exploptes, are not ther- 
toꝛe ſtraight ways to be accompted Good, oz to be called Honeſt, 
but then onelyare they to receine the recompence of that re⸗ 
ward, whẽ both bycontinuance and long experience, they haue 
tbꝛough y attayned to ſuch ſingular perfection, that in ech kind - 
of Foztune eyther p2oſperous oꝛ aduerſe, they can patientiye 

carrieone altvayes and the ſame vndiſturbed mynde, obleruing 

that intheirmanner, which in Horace is there rc 

tus Delius. 


* 
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In aduer / 
„ thy minde ſee that thou ſtay. 
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0 Delius th, 0 driadfal e NIN 

that ſubiett e e ee 
e chaunce,of Fortunes franne, 


eAnidekenole ez in proſperous b, 
ſotemper thine eat 

hat out of rule, and meaſure thou, ek 
Fa e end pe Hh 


aJ; 


eber foz as 80 allo a0 a0 our ben ene 


püited ade l dh Bodie, if therfoze vſing rather autbo / 


ritte of the Mina than the ſeruite oftheBodir, we rantber With 
ſelues the ont vl theſe twitine we haue tömum with beas 
tes, the other w God, vnderſlãding p vertue is alſo/invitt'te 
t power to obtapne r that, when by'occaſitherof we'thathaiis 
thꝛoughly brought all our fleſhlpdefires andearthly vanities, 
in vs to be perfectly oppꝛeſſed, oure vieozivns ſoules tops 
fully then returne vnto Go, that is to the ſirſte oziginall;from 
whence they p2oceeded, Fo? Which octaſion, Man onely, among 
al other creatures,hath his tountenaunte vpwardes towards 
eby to put vs in minde, that our chiefcſt god com⸗ 
meth downefrom aboue. Therefoꝛe to conclude , when thus 
by diligence they haue wonne vnto themſelues, an allured 
qualitie of a wel diſpoſed minde, then J ſap vpon god octaſion, 
they maye well be called Honorable, valiant, atid Wiſe, and not 
befoze. But toꝭ as much, as the pꝛayſe of vertue conſiſteth in 
Action, J fee not mp maiſters, how a mi that liueth in theſe $0- 
litarie plates, map haue any pꝛactiſe thereot at all. And therfoꝛe 
K were nowe time (if ſo you pleaſe) that we returne againe vn⸗ 
1 fo 
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fo our pꝛint ipal queſtion, that is, to the farther conſideration of inet te 
Solitarineſſe. What ſay pou Eudoxus, how like you this motion? + ue, nor- 
EV Do. It liketh me my friend very wel, foꝛ as you ſay, it were 2 Briggs 
netellarie in derde, aſter this our long diſcourſe vpd vertue, that 
we reduce our talke againe vnto that, whiche was the onely oc- 
caſion of all our controuerſie. And to be ſhozte, J wyll firſte de⸗ 
clare vnto you my opinid, what J thinke ofthe matter:touching 
whiche though manye things J confeſſe maye on both ſides Wl | 
be ſpoken , pet foꝛ myowne parte J amfully perſwaded, that 18 
moe map be alleaged, in the commendation of solitarineſſe,than — WS | 
of Societie , In playner p2ofe and declaration whereof , you 
doubt not J am fare, but that Þ name of solitarineſſe ts natural . 
lv dermed, from this woꝛde Sole, oꝛ alone: whiche manner of ly⸗ 
uing ſermeth not of it ſelfe ſo much to be pꝛaiſed, as inrefpec or 
the freenefle and libertie of our minde, which is moꝛe uhen we 
line alone than with company. And pet my meaning is not to 
haue ittaught, that by Nature we ar made ſorude, as wholy with 
ont cauſe to auoyde Socterie:fo2 by this occaſion, both the bonde 
af Nature, andthe tommaundement of God, which bindeth vs in 
friendſhip to lone one an other, may ſerme to be loſed. But when 
inditferently J wey with my ſelfe, the common condition ol hu⸗ 
mapne Hocietie, J ſee among men, that generally to be — 
ted fo2 Honeſt, which is falſely ſuppoſed to be Profitable, and that 
all men fo2 the moſt part, by ſeparating Profite from Honeſtie, in 
deuour thereby to ouerthꝛowe the platfoꝛme and ground won 
of Nature, than whiche there is nothing that maye be compted 
moꝛe hurtful. Foz with vaine eſtimatiõ and loue ot riches, are 
the m mers of menmaruellouſly toꝛrupted, that nothing mae 
be founde ſo vile but they dare to aduenture, it therby they mag 
hape to attaine vnto that, which lo earneſtly they deſire. By ot⸗ 
_ caſion whereof,theſc miſerable creatures dꝛiuen on in this ſoꝛte 
by the fozce of euill tuſtome, hauing willingly vnloſed the bꝛi⸗ 
dle of Reaſon, are plunged at the laſte in the depth of all wicked⸗ 
neſſe: whoſe vnſhamefaſkneſle is ſuch, thatboldly and impudet- 
lythey daylycommit great offence * God, ag ainſt them- 
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% The prayſe 

ſelues, and aga inſt their neighbours ; ſo as, it is vnpoſſible fo; 
any man, (although in cloguence he were comparable to Oemo⸗ 
ſthenes)to diſcribe al their vices and madneſſe. All which, i god 
ſhoulde dayly punich acc oꝛding to deſert, what chaynes, what 
pꝛiſons, what whippes, oꝛ what toꝛmentes woulde be able to 
ſuffiſe fo2 the ſame. Beſides, anather thing ther is, but whether 
it rather deſerue to be laughed at oꝛ lamented J knowe nat, J 
meane, that ſmall and petite robberies are ſeucrally puniſhed, 
when great and hoꝛrible offences are pꝛayſed and commended: 
which was very well noted by a notable pirate, who falling ta 
the handes of 4 ſexander the great, made aunſwere to him in his 
awn defence, that the greater rouer ⁊ pirate ot them both was 
Alexander himſelfe, foꝛ that where the one did offend foz trilles, 
the other daylye robbed and ſpopled whole countries. Theſe 
woꝛldlings being therefo2e caricd diuerſely away, ſome wyth 
grerdineſle ol Pleaſure, ſome with loue of Riches, and ſome with 
deſire of Honor, hauing baniſhed krom their harts, al thoſe holes ⸗ 
ſome rules and admonitions of Reaſon, by the which, they ought 
chiefly tobe gouerned, and making at all no accomptof Janoc&« | 
cie, ſeæme molt A ſaye to eſteeme of thoſe things, which are wont 
among foles to be accompted foꝛ god. So as to al thoſe of this 
our time that! * in ſuch mae den of Quid mae gue 


| be applied. | 
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For Uh of 2 our 1 an age, 
once opened was the vaine, 
Then, then, al miſchieſe ruſhed fourch, 
then faith and truth were faine, 
And honeſt ſhame to hide their heades: ö 
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Craft, eee AY 
and wicked luſt to wimn. 
So nom for riches gan they Gebe. \Y 
in places neare to Hell, . oh 60 N. 0 IT 7M 
The ſpurres andflirrers. vnto vice, oy 
and foes to doing well.. 
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N n trayſe 
The goodman ſeekes the 2 teh; 


and his againe ſeekes ſhe. 


The ſtepdames fel, their husband's rover ä 


with payſon do aſſaile, 
T ofee their fathers lime ſo long, 
the children do bewaile. 
Al godlineſſe lies vnderfoore, 
— Lady Fuflice laft; \ 
Of. heauenlie Vertues from ths 2 
in aw whey drowned, paſty on 
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e the Ls ſtandiig thus what Happineſſe I pray yon 
may we imagine, to remaine on the earthethe Poet pon ſee doth 


apparantly chat all 6oodneſſebeing put ta flight, is als 


readie aſcended vnto heauen, The which, if god would fo pleaſe 


to commaunde againsts-defcende vnto the earth: where thinke 
vou then would ſhe choſe hirabiding, but in ſome s olitarie wil 
derneſle? Foz there liuing in continual meditation, ſhe mighte 
conueniently declare to all ſuch as would ſo deſire to vnderſtand 
the fame. both at were Good and what were t᷑ /:ſhe mighte 
alſoteache vs,\that-vicefo2 the lothſomneſſe thereof were to be 
abhoꝛred, and vertue fo2 hir dignity to be embꝛated: ſhe might 
likewiſe admoniſh vs to loue « wozſhip God, wherin ſhe might 
eyther th2eafe vs, withthe terrible feare of his euerlaſting toz⸗ 
mẽts, oꝛ allure vs, w the omnipotẽt excellẽcie ot his diuine Pa⸗ 
leſtie, oꝛ winne vs, with the ſingulat 
tie, oꝛ intreate vs, with the pleaſaunt remembꝛante of his inf, 
nite benefites, 02 finallye, the * fully perſwade vs, that he 
|  rreatey 


r loue of his mercifull chart-., 
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created the wozlde foxnone other intent, but onely that thereby 
he might make vs pertakers,of his gio2zious Felicitic. Foz pꝛafe 
wherof,(leauing in this place to medole with Dininit ie we wyll 
only conſider,what the auntient Philoſophers haue ſapde of the 
ſame, and firſt of Seneca, Do pou demaunde(ſaith he) what was 
the cauſe why God made the woꝛlde ? J anſwere, his godneſſe: 
which thing he farther auoucheth, from the opinion of Plato, 
where thus he diſputeth. M hat cauſed god to make the woꝛld⸗ 
he is god, he maketh god things, and enuieth not god men, ta 
baue part of that god where with he is ſtoꝛed. Furthermoze, 
whereas he chargeth vs to exertiſe pittie towards our parents, 
dur friends, our countrep, and generally vnto al men, where ab 
ſo he willeth vs, to deale no woꝛſe with others, than we would 
be delte withall our ſelues:pet pꝛintipally andchiefly hemoueth: | 
vs, to haue a continuall regarde to the due p2eſeruation of oure 
wt and honeſt minds: in the maintcnaunce wherof he aduiſeth 


3 


vs farthcr boldely to aduenture, and committe our bodies to 


the greateſt terroꝛ and toꝛment ol Death, both when and as alt, 
as Reaſon ſhall ſeeme nedefull to require the ſame.Otherwiſe 
he wylleth vs as tarefullyto take hede, that we endaunger not 
our ſelues withont occaſion, than the which, there may be no⸗ 
thing actompted moꝛe deſperate and foltſh;#02-dangersonght - 
onely to be vadertakenfo2 one of theſe cauſes, either foꝛ the 
mayntenance ot dur t ſtimation in the worlde, oꝛ foꝛ thep2eſers 
uationof our faith vnſpotted towards God. After this ſoꝛt ther⸗ 


foe I meane, that in theſe deſarte and d olitarie places, honeſt > 


manners, right judgement, and all other god vertues may ton⸗ 
ueniently be learned. Where onthe other ſide, whenby Deſire. 
we are carried away fo dwel abꝛoade, in the common ocietie &ũ 


felowſhip of the woꝛlde, al the contrarie occaſions of vice, to vs 


are davly p2offered. Fo2 the commõ concourſe of the multitude, 


naught elſe to vs cõmendeth but c ouerouſneſſe, Pleſure, and deſire 
of honor, whereto all men foꝛ the moſte parte are enthꝛalled as 


ſeruumts. Which opinion ot theirs,if happlie weſhal but ſeeme F 


mee moſte hatefull enimies: 


B. ig. 
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54. 11 prayſe 


wherupon, they pꝛelently begin to aunder and to reuile voss 


fwles condemned to be voide of dul wit: and to int reaſe dur ri 
pleaſure; they diſpit efully pointe at vs (as we mape terme it) 
with their fingers, Upon which occaſion, a cextayue wyſe man 
millik ing of their madneſſe; ſayde thus of hunſelf, that he neuer 
- deſired at al to pleaſe the variable liking and phantaſie of ; pea⸗ 
ple: Soꝛ quoth he hat 3:know to be goad that they eſterme not & 
wharthe y commend; thereof J like not;bicanie; ſhe opinion of the 
pcople is gained foꝛ the moſt part, by ſome eutl delert:ao whom 

os nere itio if thou haunte their conipenp, thou muſt make thy 
ſcife-lyke, foꝛ that the fanour of ſuche diſheneſt perſens, is not 
other wayts to be abter ned, than by diſhoneſt. meanes : Wut iet 


vs nobbe goe ſomewhat moze plamly to woꝛke, and lette vs as 


» well ſet downe the trade of his lyfe, that meth alone in his v 
litarie Muſcs, as of him that liueth in the felloluſhip ol many, 
and is cduerſant dayly among his woꝛldly affairs, He therfoze 
that is à dealer inthe world, ſo fon as Þ day beginneth to apere; 
bath his gates beſet either with frendes oy foes: He is ſaluted, 
be is called fo2 He is dzawn away, he is thꝛuſt vpo, the is toꝛne 
as it were in many pieces. Tht Solitarie perſone, his dozes the 
winle are not ſo troubled, he bath free chopce, either to ſtaye at 
home, to walk abꝛode, oꝛ at libertie to go wherſoeuer he luſteth, 
That man gocth fw2th to the place ot pleading, with a ſad and 
louring cduntenante, ful of complaints, ful of buſineſſe, yea full 
of trouble, and ſa beginneth the day with ſtrife t debate. Thia 
man goeth ont with a cheerefull heart, directing his courſe in⸗ 
to ſome pleaſant wod,full of ſeturitie, full of reſt, and full of 

quietneſle, where with top and gladneſſe, he cõſumeth the moꝛ⸗ 
ning. The one, fo ſone as he cũmmeth to the ſtately pallace ot 
ſome noble perſcn;o2 to the dꝛeadful ſeat of iudgemeni (mingling 
truth and fal/hede togither either oppꝛeſſeth the iuſt +rightfull 
cauſe of the giltleſſe 62 vpholdeth the wicked and vnhoneſt pꝛe⸗ 
tẽce ol him that is giltie, oꝛ at the leaſt wiſe woꝛketh comin, 
tending either to the diſcredit of himſelf,02 to the harm ol ſoma 


other:the remoꝛſe of m_ conſcience as many (ines it biteth 
him 


of Soliraninolſe 55 


bim o the feare of his ollie likewiſe interrupteth him, wherby 
it cometh many tymes to pale, i̊ he teileth lyes foꝛ true tales, 
and one thing foꝛ another, at one time bluſhing ſoꝛ feare, at an 
other time after as pale againe fa2 anger, yea blaming bunlell 
in the middeſt of this paſſion, that he had not rather foloweds 
the pꝛiuate penurie of his contemplaixe liberue than the publike 
eſtimatid ot᷑ his toileſom authoritie, ⁊ᷣ thermithal wicheth(as then | 
aàduiſed) p he had rather bin made a miſerable Plownan, than a 
pontificall Pleader: who as one out of cuunteuante and conceit, 
with his p2actiſe, leaueth then on a ſodain all his cauſes: vnpers | 
kea, and ſhamtully withdzaweth him vnte his deittate lodging, 
where ſhuttyng him vp into ſome p2inate conner, he ſhꝛoudeth 


fecretely from the ſight of all his clientes. The otijer agapne, . 


as a man without trouble oꝛ care of the woꝛlde, fending out 
ſome Grtene and solitarie hanke, amidde ſame calme and plea⸗ 
fant do mne, there reſteth and repoſeth himizif at his pleaſure, - 
who ſo ſon as the Sunne ſpꝛeadeth forth! his beantos, beginneth * 
deuoutly to giue thanks vnto God nat only foꝛ the ſaine, but alſa 


$2 al other his merc iful benefits beſtowed vpon ma: the which + 


be perfometh with a far moꝛe ſweete + pleſant delight, it ther⸗ 


withal there hap among the rocks to run downe ſome guſhing 
ſiluer ſtreame, oꝛ it the ſmall and harmleſie birdes; do but pelde 


-P 


him the help of their tunable notes, ta aide him inthecomfozt 
of his contemplatiut deuotia:wherin, he pꝛincipally craneth ati 


badsof God, Synceritie ᷑ innoct cie; together with one thing moꝛe. 


the which: (as fayth the S atyrical poet, maàye ſafely be require 


without danger os offence, that is, & holſome minde in a helthfulb 


bꝛingeth with it great knolulenge and excellencte, he diligent⸗ 


by applieth his nundeto the fame,and laboureth chieflyto-mzke- | 


bimlelfe'perfecte in that parte of vereuez which wholy concer-; 
neth the well fynding out and followpng of Truth, deſitingno# 
thvng ſo muche, as that in the ſight of God he map always ap⸗ 
peare, both honeſt and blameleſſe, and that de may delite him⸗ 
ſelle in the exerciſe of vertue, whyche onely yeeideth a perpe⸗ 
tyall camtaꝛt and ſafetie to his conſcience,knowyng well that 


body. :This.done,knowing after that the ſtudio of: Pivloſppbn, = 


Pu SER TOR” i r. 
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U 1 The prayſe 


the lame, is the only grounde wozke and foundation or Goods 
neſſe, and that it were wholy in vaine, to repoſe his truſt nanye 
4 woꝛldly tritie, ſince he oneiy may wel be thought, to baue attai⸗ 
1 ned perfecion,that certainly knoweth wherein he ought chiefly 
to take pleaſure and delight, and whoſe Felicitie conſiſteth not 
in the power of others . Foz this is certaine, that all men by 
Nature, are pꝛone vnto Pleaſure,but where our beſt aſſured plea⸗ 
ſure maye rightlye be founde, thereof foꝛ the moſte part we are 
altogither ignoꝛaunte. A wiſe mantherefoze that knoweth in 
a this ſoꝛte, how to behauchimſelfe in his solitarie plates, is vn- 
"= doubtedly repleniſhed with continual gladneſſe, and liucth ther⸗ 
Jy m,both merily andpleaſauntly, and as it maye be ſayde, is ſe⸗ 
- lowlike in a kinde with God himſelfe : to whome, he pꝛaveth 
not only fo2 the ſafetie of himſelf and his owne eſtate alone, but 
foꝛ the generall ayde and pꝛoſptritie ot all men. Nowtherefoze 
I pꝛay vou, whiche of theſe twayne , maye be thought in your 
indgement,to line moſt happily? LIS I p. Of all that ydu haue 
ſpoken, I thinke there is no man my friend that doubteth, ſince 
introuth they areclearer in ſight than the Sunne:F02 eueryman 
knoweth that the number is infinite, of ſuch as are ruled rather 
by their Appetite than by R eaſon. But ſince our talke, conter⸗ 
neth at this tune the ſtate of a wile man, who foꝛ as muthe, as 
one man is boꝛne foꝛ the benefite of an other, and it is the pꝛo⸗ 
pertie of vertue to ſuffer A duerſitie, as befoze we haue declared, 
ought therefoze to doe eche thing, wyth no leſſe regarde of hys 
Profite and Honeſtie, than his Praiſe and Eſtimation, here r 
(A fay)thequeſtion: Whether it were moꝛe conuenient fo2 this 
man tolurke in ſome $olitarie co2ner,o2otherwile tobe conner- 
ſaunt inthe affaires of the wozlde.Uherein,if I ſhall ſaye my 
mynde what J thinke of the matter, J am foꝛ my owne part of 
a contrarie opinion to that which is ſpoken, eſpetially, ſince the 
fruite of our wit, our vertue, our Learning, and euery other god 
qualitie of ours, is then ſayde to bechiefly commended, when it 


1 is emploved to the bencfite of dur neighbous: And that God him 


9 | | ſelle hath appointed his creatures to liue togither in the woꝛld 
© * 4 | | [0754.6 ag- 
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as one verie bodie to the only ende, that one man might ther⸗ 
by haue the helpe of another,wbt either infirmitie 02 other ne⸗ 


ceſſitie ſhuld ſo require, To this intent it is likewiſe repozted, 
p Menenius Agrippa bp a fable of Eſope, did cunningly reconcile 
the people of me, to the fauoʒ open eꝛputting. them 


like- 
wile in myndof the common pꝛouerb, 7 hat one man liueih by the 
help of another, Fog this is molt certaine, that no man was euer 
created ſo general, that he coulde thzoughly ſupplye the wante 
of the thing, that was requiſite andneedefull foz himſelte: the 
which as we may gather, was ſo frb the firſt, pꝛauided of pur⸗ 
pole, that one man in this ſozte needing helpe of another, with 


charitie therefoze might cheriſh t loue one another the rather. 
And foz this occaſion wee may likewiſe ſay, that euery Coun ; 
trey was alſo oꝛdeyned, to bʒing fozth his ſeuerall comodities 
therbythe rather that mutuall acquaintance, by the conuepãc : 
thereof from one to an other, might ſo ber maintained among 
the people. By theſe and lyke reaſons, it therefo22 appeareth 
that the tutie of a wiſe man, is ta ſeke to pꝛoũt euerp man as 
farfozth as he map, th the which, there is nothing moꝛe „e, 
nothing moze wor, noz nothing mozeagreableto the elt 
4 2 of — an hoods. Tothis onely purpoſe —— per⸗ 
elfe Ad, that therby(folowing - 
as cramp e of his We gpori hip might bee ettefitehis neigd⸗ 
bours, and 2 the | 
ought to ſhunne no ſharpneſſe of — but vᷣ in defence of the 


£omon 800010 ght patier 
ener, yeathou the fant antly t tend, to the manilelt 
bazarde anddecap otht e moze,honeſt 
tales 1g oꝛdinatmie ace daily bꝛoken, by the mi mea 
no of foles x difaderly perforrs, ſo muchthe mote ought their 
boldcnelle to be reliften, # th ptblike rikate by wiſlvem betet. 
ued: ſince aeco2ding to the faping ofPl>ro, that & „that 
Empire, r cvunted moſt᷑ ot al %% when 
is gauerne | + 4 


d and ruled b d2ft 
{ene wei ale il he 
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the duty bertel be es dae end daily be 
behold a thouſand offerices, wilkully committed no leſle againſt 
god,than againſt his neighboz,yea although to his great grief 
and fozrowe,heſee N ertue it ſelf of maſt men opp;eſſed and tro- = 
den vnde:©2te:pet by no means ought be therfoze to withdꝛaw 
him vnto $0l:t«r-neſ+, but the rather ought he then to ſtay ind 
Citie, and there toendenour as well as her mape to doe that 
W)ich is god: neither cught there any peril to beſo grrat, wbi⸗ 


che he, in the mayntenance ol Truth ought not boldly ta aduen⸗ 
ture, apung, with 4+7alwthe Btocke: | 
F rather badi inwarlhe tentet, 
e Fortune for to d wel: 
Han in hin wanton 775 were, 
in pleaſure tv excel.” Whedon 
F.torments beare,butforce them no t, 


cache griefe "I ende wil finde: 
eM death the Falling axe doth threa i, 
yet naught appalies my minde. 


and inthis point aſs, he onght to fllowe the bannen 


of Cicero: It is (ſaieth he)moze agreeable vnto t, and 


maze foz the ſafegarde and aide of alnations,to bꝛing vp their 
apr e e eee dee of labour, folo wing 


teppes of Hercules wn: py ray” envi rr yr 
ener v 
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ſhadowe and ſhew of their beautte, Wherfoze J conclude, that 
; all ſuche as fynde in themnſelues, the fozce of any a. 4e 03 v. g- 
ant diÞofition, augbte rather to millyke of 5olirerineſe,than of /a 
cietie. E DO XY $S. This truly Z/ppwe A maye not deny, but 
that he, in the iudgement of all men is to bee accounted moſts ; 
, werthy,who remaining amidde ſuche infection of vice, pzeler- 
ueth himſelfe not only from that, which is thought to be euill, 
but ſheweth allo the way vnto others, howe from the wicked 
' behauioz ofthe multitude,they maye wythdzawe themſelues 
vnto that whiche is god. Beſides, Jam likewiſe perſwaded, 
that it is the parte of a „. lle mynde, to ſeeks to pzofite as many 
as he map, and that not ſlenderly, but effecually:earneitly ad 
uiſing them to fynd out the wenne and meaſureof euerp thing, 1 
wherein p ertue, accozding to the ſaping of the Poet, doth holds 8 
bir abiding. 75 4 4 
Aliddewaye L[Wweene Vi ce, Lo J 
dauothe Vertue reft, WW 9 
Founde out by bim, Pr 9 


l - that ſeeſes hir beſ f. 

Llhich thing, vy the tudgement al Seneca, is alſo appꝛoued: 
Al vertue J laith he) fatderh in a meane, and thy meane i 4 certain 
meaſare. Andlaſtly J tonſider, that it this wyſeman, of whome 

vou ſpeake, labonring to withdzawe vs from thoſe falſe opi- 
nions wherewith we are infeacd, happen by chaunce to lighte 
vppon one that is couetous of 440»cy, hemaye well pcrſwade 
hun, that there is nothyng moze tammendable in hym that is 
poore,than to tontenme reches, noꝛ in him that is 4 iche, than to 
be ber al of his wealth, andthatif he liue to fantente ame, 
he ſhall neuer be yore; it to tontent his fantaſe, her ſhallneuer 


,- beriche. Foz in this poynt-oughte the meaſureofour riches to 
mnorg thas 


; confift, Ef 10 haut that phie he wneceſarye, and Jaflly no, morg 2141 
Ancedful. AU whiche mape be had _— any trouble, _ 
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70 en. drayſe. 


that which i is ſuflitiẽt may be alwatis at hãd: wherby irapereth 
that our greateſt laboz,is alwais beſtowed in / ye fu ilies. But 
the true deſire of richer, is always to be meaſured by a mynde 
well diſpoſed, acco2ding as Cicero in ſome ſozte pꝛeſcribeih : If 
a man (ſaithh#) haue a daughter, hee hathe niede of money to 
marry hir, it ſo he haue two, her hath nerde of the moꝛe, if far⸗ 
ther he haue ther o2 foure daughters his necefſitie till encrea- 
ſeth, but if he haue fiftie, as the repoꝛte is of Danaus,ſo manye 
daughters, require a greate maſſe to their dowꝛie: fo as, tu the 
nzedefulneſſe of eche man, is the meaſure of his iche, to bee re⸗ 

- ferred. Wrherin, our Poet Horace ſcemeth likewiſe, to haue ve- 
ry well ſpoken, ſaying: 


Who fothat muche, di freth to obtain: 


Withwat of much muſt be contet _ 
He well whom God,in mony, rent, or land: 


Allows inough, thogh witha ſari mg had. 


Foz wante of due conſideration whereof, it commeth ſo 
to paſſe, thai the coverous man ftandeth fill mne&de, as well of 
that which he hath, as of that whichche wanteth, end he always 
warerh leaft,thar coutteth leaft; t picurus therefce wiiting to Ido⸗ 
meneus,tsrepoated to perſuade him, that it he wonldeenriche 
bisfriende Pitocles, hee ſhoulde not adde to his wealth, but ra- 


lyde, if ſo de happen to ligbt vppon ſome other, that thirürth 
after honeur he mape lykewiſe alletge, that the deſyze of g. 


vernwentr althoughe it appeare moze honeftethan of 2 4 
is tt in derde, a verpe hard a fickle, and diſdainefull miſtreſſe: 


for hope ſoueraintie, refuſeth n. "condition; of what ſermce ſoe- 
ner. Pet her whome Fortwne, will niedes enfoꝛte to become a 
| £oernour,” ſhall then moſte rightly deſerue the honour and 6 
imatio We gs K I 


— 


of Solitarineſſe. N R - 


 heſhaillbzidle 4e, contemne pleaſure; fuppteſſe-vige?, aloe? © 
c<cronſutſe, and finallyremoue from out his bꝛeaſte, all na 
mities of the mage : : fince he onetyknaweth beſte, how to rule - 
and gouerne others, that hath the power andſkill to ovu.rne + 
dymſelfe. Foz thys is certaine, that neither mee no2 479k; 
no wache, noz ſletye, all whyche: are neteſſarye foꝛ thr bo⸗ 

dye; are at all tunes holſume, except they be vled with en 
ſure and diſcretin. Dolikewiſe:, the giftes and caſuaittea us 
Fortune, are then accomꝑted bothe mofytable and pleaſaunte, 
when wer temper and vie them wyth ſuche aduiſed modera⸗ 
tion, that they rather depend vpon vs, than we vpon them. The 
nature whereof is ſuche, that it we couet them without mea⸗ 
ſure, we ſhall no moꝛe be able to ſatiffy, that vaſatiable deſire 
of the -»»de; than bis dzoughte maye be quenched, whole de- 
ſire to dꝛinke pꝛoctedeth not of thirſte, but rather ot ſome bur- 
ning inflamationof hys entraples, foz that ia pꝛoperiꝑ no . 
turall thirſte, but an vanaturall diſeaſe. To tonclude, it this w/e 
1 ſaye) by theſe andiyke reaſons, can heale in this ſozte 
the affections of the multitude, and bzing them in the ende to 
that temperate eue, wherein / ertue, is ſayde to abyde: s 
that moderatip they map learne, to deſire riches without cones- - 
ten ſueſſe, Honour wythoute . Pleefure wythoute Licents- - 
-n/neſſe; (if fo- it be lawfull  ſuche ,thynges mape be deſired): . 
ſuche one J tonfelle, is to be reuerencedof all men, as an excels + 
lente member foz a Common wealth. But, to come tu that, 
whiche J haue hitherto pꝛetended, who is he (J.pzay you)that 
tan thus bꝛyng to paſſe theſe notable effects, ſince. fo2 the 
moſbe parte wer are all ſo nouſled in/cwdneſe., and the ſub⸗ 
— — compounded of iniquitie, that the one 
not poſſibly be ſeparated from the other: Fozno ſoner are- 
we! and bꝛought into the wer/de, hut wee are fozthewith. 
infected with all kinde of wickedne/? , ſo as we maye ſeme ta 
baue ſucked this erw ur, with the milke of our nurſes, Nowe,. 
——— He: euill — ure El- 
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ſuche as are contente, to humble and ſubmit themlelnes vnto 


The prayſe 


— W Ae ne the whole wog lde, is ge⸗ 
nerally made ſubiect vnto vice: rom hence I ſap it pzocedeth, 
that our der axe ſo peruerted with ſuch varietie of i, 
and ſo farre remoued fromthe godneſle of nature, that pzeſents 
ly we ſerme to enuie in our ſelues hir god inclination, and ars 
therewithall ſo blinded that fondly we eſteme, nothyng moze 
wozthy, nothing moze tonnnendable, noznothing moze nereſ⸗ 
faryto be ſought fo2 on the earth than wealch, than h nour, hen 
thanthe v-y=commeondation of the el.. And therfoze, though 
ſome perchancedo liſten to the era: — ſeeme to conſẽt a while 
tothe ſame, pet after warts, perteyuing the multitude to be ot 
an other opinion, than they are of themſelues, fozthwith theyz 
reaſon is caried away with «e409, as with a violent ſtreame, 
and ſo they choſe rather with many to erre, than wyth fewe to 
judge aright. Thus by this meanes wee are daplye rated and 
conũrmed in ourenill, and the rather by ter The 

ürtte, thꝛougb the faulte of ſuch ignoꝛant gewernexrs beſfow | 
their offices and titles of hono«r, not — yeremaw and wel 


diſpoſed, as of right they aught, but rather vpon flatterers,and 


their flanery:to the manifeſt hindꝛãce and decay of . 


as are rarely endued with moſt towaroly wits,who with boner 


might be noziſhed, and with g/0:5e enflamed, to tbe deligbte of 
ſome god and tofitable — {Che ſecond, thzough the colo- 


rable viffimulation of thoſe, who bearing openly a face of ho- vo: 


neſtie, as pꝛetending, as thoughe they were free fro the faultes 
of others, pet pziuilybiuſhe not by right oꝛ by wong, to P2097 
rure vnto themſelues, eyther honeur,riches, 02 whatelſe ſoener, 
they ſeme vnts the woꝛlde mat of allto neglett:ves and that, 


' mhiche not long befo2e they tandemned in others, to the ende 


that therby, they might ſeeme leſle caretull therot themſelues. 

the as all fained and tounterfaite things, do ſone 
fade a wap, che rrutb, which theſe men go about by cunning to 
oppꝛeſte, could not ſo long haue bin concealed from them, if di⸗ 


kyay Hep wouſdebang:dellolned nope i 
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TA Ihe prayſe 


m eee tent we eee tt. in which kind ol 
madneſſe wer are ſo far auergrowen, that we account him fog 
enuious that flattereth but a little: Mhereby it hapneth,that 
there is nothyng lo ſtrong, that flatterye may not vtterly coz- 
rupte and ouerthzowe; - From hence the multitude of pzating 
Parsjires, that daily abuſe the pliant wittes,and gentle natures 
af well doe take their beginning: by whychs 
name wr call them al. that (peakeand do eche thing to the con⸗ 
tentationof thoſe, un whom they da liue, repꝛouing them in no- 
thing, koꝛ the loue of their belly chere, from whence their name 
out of Greke ia deriued. From hence alſo, that ſaying of — 
map well ber taken, 7hat HMarrerie gainerh friends, where 
neſt reapel reptarhe; o reach is gri | 
feth Hatred, whithe is the ppyſon of friendſpip but . of the 
twains; ought rather tobe moze greuons, which giuing libers 
tie vnde wire, ſuffereth a friende to runne headlong into Folve, 
Wherin; the greateſt aue vndoubtedly pꝛacer det from the 
party himſelfa, who deſpiſing the Tut, will ſuſfer his -eares to 
bo abuſed by Flarrery. And here vppon I remember, the ſaving 
o Demettius to a verye riche libertine, that thogndenf hys es 
nelly was the beginning df his wealth, meaning, that when hes 
, fellinto#turrexyhe began to ware cþe.PetCicero ſemeth to 
be ol opimion;,that'Flatrerie is not daumyerous; althoughe it bes 
hatefult bycauſe it tan pꝛocure, the hurte af noman but at him, 
that is contẽt to ſeme delighted therwith: which comonly haps 
neth to none but to faules, fo; that they of al others are ſoneſt 
ouextaken, with the immioderat affeaion,+ lone of themſelnes; 
dein — ——— they neitherknowe 
3 take any care ts amend their offences;bie 


ver ftr neither is — Jake it any maruaile, fox whats 
ſoener is ii H dtürw certth Pla co) im reſpect of 9-whichiit 1 
eth. Fi oewith(Fartding, we 
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and allo giue remedie to the ſame.: yet who! A beſircthe bon in | 
pe um rue mr 


. 
ol this 

; you with? him to ſpende bis ti 
realo —— — 
comm m wealth, nos doe gon vnto ſuch. as willnoyther take! 
HY A — eons ap 

de withdz companie 
.ſedy cet — 
ſo, being daunger of that-infetine company. ha may 
222 lite honeſtiy himſelfe. Modem 
— 2 —— re, of 
inte ion of ofthers : Nut let vs-admit ko2 the puryaſe, 05 6 
wiſe man Wilh dll his might ; doe dailye endcuour-himſelfeto- 
co2rec,9 vnciull ben auidur of ſuch wilfat offenders: pet what 
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may ſay doth there abide, but x ino2d! 


and vice. The viffer | 
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inlogue named din poI umb 
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66 The prayſe 


— nikuroment 1s-2zglt unto Follie,aud 

and delettation of gur ſenſes , Is al- 
wapes rend to ſet the matter fo: ward: foꝭ this otctaſion me 
 thinketh1itwere- gredtipe nceoefull, that he depart ſram the; 
multitude, as one defirous ta liur te ther in peace, tha in war. 


g un; that the ragaat᷑ ihe pcanle ſo vered sacra: 
S20ught3n d 


| t24;Cats/ and weline that therewith they. were 

#1 mer bend theruiſelues : uf -whome; hn — bp, 

Alt bꝛing into frame, the maners of ſuche as altoguher a⸗ 

Fi mille,chuldcarcely haue the power toxeſilt the temptatian ot 

— 9 —— whengowtly in a heape they came ſeõ⸗ 
bappeneib, fat a ph 
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rifiicent we bettet tym ſolietstoeſſ ig | 
nothing on thr varth vrlütrth me io much r fo thereby has 
» leyſure, to vſe the aduantage of this my unwanted libertie, in 
' the onels confet ene and exercile of tearnings/ Whereby von 
may ptainiyſe holoe fatre this great anddauly haunter of the 
Ettie,.of the ſenatt, and of ali: other the molt frequented places 
bf the people, did alter ware lothſome ol that, which befoze he 
do greatlij liked, and noweolt@menſolita o be the onely 
- Vleaſupe and dete dation of the woꝛlde. L rst This veri⸗ 
i Eudoxis ſdmeth contrarie unto nature, fo2 that it haniſheth 
dromthe won all ham auitie and fyienl hin, without the which; 
che life ol man(as Jactount it)is vtterly nauintocſideriag: 
that there is nothing moze conuenient and neceſfarte foꝛ man 
binde, eyther in aduer iti oꝝ proſperitie; than the mutuall cami⸗ 
— — 7 -who-by partabing om 
eitie doth entroaſe our h ippineſſe, and by ſappozting of our 
miſerie) dotiheut ae oure 


aduer ſitie, not ſuſferyng our myndes 
— — Foz the auopding; wherea#;-as | 
there is nothing maꝛe helping than the comfoztableivue; that 
from ſuch frienvſhippe doth vnfainedlye pꝛocckde: fo what 
thing in this wonlde, than the fraitton thereof, mave be wiC- 
lhed ko3 better: From the which, ſince pour ſoluarie life will 
vtterly depꝛiue vs, A thynke nothmngon the earth amnyfriend 
to be moꝛe hurtfull/ Fos (as Cicero ſapeth) theꝝ ſerine tu fake 
the Samt from the woꝛlde, that ſteke to bereaue vs of: this 
comfortable friondhippe / ton that ther is nothing by the fa- 
uour of the Goddes!; beſtowed vpn vs moze neceſſarie than 
the lame. Take this away, and what A p2ay' you ſhal become 
bl the ſicke, whonr nothing comtoꝛteth ſo much, as the heartie 
ldue t aſtection of & friende? Nhat recreation to theheaith- 
- full} Mhat liuing toꝛ them that lacke 7 and finally what dif⸗ 


terence betwene vs v bealſfes? Truly, if herein we regard but 
the oꝛdin rs courſs and handis wozks of nature, we ſhal therby 


rr n 
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1 „nee nene ene whole multitude, to lt 
1 , tothe ayde uf erbe petuliar perſon. At then los eche miſaduen⸗ 

| ture and trifling diſcommoditie, that daily. may happen in the 
8 + affaires of the wazide,this wiſeman ſhall ſuue into his ſolisarie 
=_ - co2ners, I ſee not in this ſozt, what: triall at all there maꝝ be 
1 made of his vertur. Foz this is much like as if a haagg ing ſoul» 
4 diouy, woulde be gladty atraunted a couragious champion, and 
= pet will ſerke to fler, eche pzofered occaſion and thalenge of 


warfare,whcrem he might haue cauſe to ſht w fai his man? 
Ivneſle. Demetrius therefoze was wont to ſap, that he thought 
5 no man maꝛe vnperfea, than he that in his life time, hadneuet 
"ah taſted ofaducrſitie: Fo2 that the man tu whomal things bath 
Sg / © happenedtohisowne deſire, couldenenerhave-cauſetomake 
1 triall of himſcife. The whichalſo that it is true, Jhaue expe⸗ 
1 rience on my ſide to appꝛaue the ſame: Foz hoe coulde-the 
. fapthfulneſſe of Marcus Regulus, the abſtinente of C. ius Fabr 
= ius m the patience of Quintus Mutius, ſo well baue bene 
knowne, if their valanities, had not giuen vecaſionto. the pub» 
uſhing of their vertues  Hurceale, therefoze J ap vou, toſet 
fozth any further your ſolitarir liuing. where with in my api 
on you are ouer farre in loue: foz this is certaine, that nature 
bath not one ly allotted the ſameas peculiar vnto beaſtes, but 
onthe. £ te, hath delighted mankinde with the building 
of Cities fo their abode vpon the earth, that thereby the peo- / 
ple in all kinde of matters as well Ciuile as Divine , might bee 
bꝛought by degrees to a perfect vnanimitie and agreement a⸗ 
mong themſelues. andfinally to iorne in one perfea lone and 
affen ion tegither. But if this notwithſtanding, pon thinke it 
ſeill moꝛe ſafe and conucnient, doth fo2 auoyd ing the infection 
, of the multttude, and foꝛ better contenturent of our vneonten- 
ted mindes, that we line abzoade in the deſolate wilderneſſe a- 
mong vntamed beaftes : yet tonſider againe, that it is farre 
moꝛe famous and glozious to abide in the eiuile tompany and 


err 
example 


I — exerciſe of warfare, tearning, and huſbay- 
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it be ſpent in ſtudie oz paper, it induteth vs dircaly to the 
—— — fold mcſels ſayde to be uf this p20 

et indued with ſingular vertu if it be 
nird, az elſe it is infected deteſtable vice, if it be 1 — 
applied. Which opinion is alſo confirmed by Scucca, who - 
ſapth, that naughtie counſels are there intended, wicked de- 
arts kindled,boldneſſe ſet foꝛ warde, luſt pꝛouoked, and waath 
intlamed, and therefaze as a pernicious euill, t gught with 
all cur power ts be vtteriycſchcwed,and our bodies to be kept 
in exerciſe of labour, that therrby we may ſo daiue awape the 
bumoꝛz of ſloth/ulzeſſe, which is onely nouriſhed and maintay⸗ 
nedby ſoliterizeſſe — we are made fo ten⸗ 

der and 
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—————— the bodirs of their 
 fubiectes ſhou de be hardencd. the ſame. Amang whome, 
ther. aden une renn ahoue the.ref, dzonght-vp. their 


youth in ti running, hunger, 
thirlk, — 5 — their 
women, chat where in other Cities they kept them at home, in 
their talliy apparell, hach out of the beate and daunger of the 
ume in tdis noble Citte it was nothing ſo, but while they 
were pong, they were attuſtumed to labour, ta runne; and to 2 
de connerſant in warre; withoat reſpec, eyther of heate 02 of 
dukt to hinder their beautics; rather than to line ſo deliciouſ 
at home, as was the maner andguiſe of ather-4abozons-nat#y 
ons. By this occafion, the race of the Amezone; decameſofay 
maus: To this intent, the ——ů— 
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tamous andflourithing Cities, that ſothey might therby em⸗ 
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if I were dilpolſed to vtter, the diuers examples of manye na⸗ 
table men, what a number might A tecite, ofthoſe that haue 
rather made choyce to line, not in the wildernes, but in maſts 


ploy their time, to the benefite firſt of the Common wealth; 
nertof their parents; and laſtly df their friends and cauntritt 
thinking this, to be larre moze commendable and pzayſewozs 
thie to the woꝛlde, than beaſtlike to line, in tha ſerret and vn 
frequented places of the earth, tothe atelypleaſure and con 
tentation of theinſelues Which: thing, we firf# and pzinici? 
pally doe reade of P>thagoras, whobphis pzeſeuce and daurine 
the eſtimation whereok being diuerſlyfpzed abzoade) ia ſaide 
to be the firſt that gaue light vnto Italie. The like we reads 
allo of Sorrates foz Greece; who as he was a pãinefull and dili⸗ 
gent learner, ſo was he a bountifull and uberall teacher; ꝛa⸗ 
ctiſing that (n S trade ol his c 
arine, and perſwading humſelfe, that no man wn uigbtiy tu id 
reckned wiſe, that ſought not to impꝛintthat in his hart, whi⸗ 
che he learned in his bokes, Nym ſucceben piatound a nHaI1; 
well knowen to be men ofmoſtecrcefient learning; whonias | 
Ring chicfly/their abode in Athens, beautified that Citie-wyth 
- cinilebehawiour, honefte lawes, andreuetent-inffitufions of 
diuine knowledge. What ſhall I nende to nine, either Minas 
who made the lawes foꝛ the of Oretaf ay Philolams the 
- Corinthian, whoframiecd weklth ofthe r 0 
Solon ad Locurgus, of whome the artt gane lawos tothe Athe> 
» nid1y; the/ſeconde'to the Lace done by the 
; Emioſophiſtetts the Juilins ;-02the Magi to the pertauf A 
theſe A pꝛay vouʒ didthey nat line among mi and by ſo lining, 
did they not oridenour to and. the-vntamednatures 


Gre ect nd een who danger 
enn i.. Sobtary 


'of Solipeſſe. ”t 


—_ vertve:- un the two noble Cator,are de 
mong the n 6maines, who were ſo honoured foz | 
 athome; an ſo renoumed ſoꝝ their vertues abanade, that well 
neare allthe wozlve totem admtration of their extelleney r- 


The example of whome,manynotable men of R ome, but.cſpe- 


cially Tull y, that greate Pzince of E loguence, did aſter imitates. 
who although at ſometimes he ſarmed tocommend the Solitary 
life, and alſo vſed theſame himſelle, pet did not that humour of 
vis pꝛoteade from his voluntary: ltking;:but rather from no⸗ 
cefſitp,fox that with others he wasthẽ enfoꝛted to fozſake the 


Civic, hich he et med moze p2etious than any golde, and to 
tema ine foz a while in baniſhement, bicanſe in pꝛiuate conie · 


rence, he tather pꝛeerred the tauſe of Deiotarius, than of Juli⸗ 


wi Coſer: who therein wttotty ot hiniſelfe as followeth; Being 


put by foꝛce, and by octaſion ot the war, from all my 


inthe common welth, J now haue here great ſtoze ut leyſurg, 
and therefoze I walke and take my pleaſure ot the Country. 


arm am inan tynus alone. D2 to what ende ſhoulde J re- 
pexte, the manyfolde-eramples of Empcrours, Ayngs and 


— wh while they lyued ſoughte nathyng moꝛe, 
te defende-thepp 


Coumreys, and tu enlarge they? da- 


— — 


——ͤ parte-cftheaeplde; 1 
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eue, Eloquente,02 byallurement of their de 
es of reaſon, a perſcdte lone am 


valyamite enterpꝛiſes and noble derdes 
ofarmes : As: of Afexeider thegreate, of: whome we reade, 
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| Of epirvs Dꝛ of diuers others, who; pzeſing downe their 


— — rg nor ey. 


1 The prayſe 


ſo many bietvzies againſt the. Romane ? Oz of Mubridues 
who ſo greatiy augmented tue Partinan Empire ? of Spa- 
minonda⸗ nts — df the Thebans ? D2 of H yrrhus the 


griſeled heare s, with their warrelike beunets, put their eni⸗ 
nnes to flight in lundꝛie famous battels : As {62 the purpaſe 


_ of Scipio ſurnames Aitricanus, who made Cartbegetributaric 


vnto Rome : Oꝛ of 5cipio E milianas, who ouerthaeme Num 
tia, and vtterly raced vp the foundations of Carthage f D; ft 
nally ot Cavs Marius, who ledde ingurth as à captiue in his tris 
umphe, vanquiſhed the people calied c unbri in France, the Ger: 
mane in talie, aud ſolemnelpe trunmpbed bpon them both : 
Mhat may we thmkeof theſe: may we imagin they thought 
any other thing, woꝛthie in this life fo be eſteemed ol, ſaue on- 
ly thit which was god and laudable : But if to the authozitie 
of theſe: pou will not yet leeme to ytelde, conſider then J beſech 
vou, in what places, the bodie of (hit our ſauiour was conv 
monly remamning., whome we knowe, came downe into the 
woꝛlde fo2 none other occaſion, than that in liumg among vs 
dere, he might by his ſecret power heale all our mfirmitics, 
And ſo agatne reconcile vs to the fauour of our heauenlye fa - 
ther. And weigh with your ſelfe, whether his holpe Apolties 


gaue vs any example to lurke in ſuch ſolitarir cuaneraꝭ thaſe J 
ſap, that beinginſpired with the bo / y ghoſt;aawd filled with ver- 


tue from aboue, trauayled thzoughout the greateit part of. the 
earth, bzinging ſomanybarbarous and heathen nations, un⸗ 
der the yoke and obeyſante of Chiſt Among whome, remem⸗ 
ber onely that choſen veſſell p. Pane, where he Jſapbeftowed 


the Goſpell. and he that foꝛ the ſafegarde ibis hattmen 
— — nagar edengy — 


ou, wherethe manifalde numbers of M tir and 
acpalredy reade,tid ſpende thetr barer, tholthat 
t tho people to the botx fach 


F | 
thoſe that onely ſought to increaſe the flocke of Chriſt, and 


thole 
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of Solitarineſſe. 7 | 
fpole that when occaſion was offered, refuſed not to ſurren- F 
der vp their owne liues,foz the ſafegarde of others. All whi⸗ | 
che being ſo, be no whit now aſhamed to yelde , if nat to the = < 
reaſons and examples profane of thoſe that went befoꝛe, vet at 
lealt wiſe, to the vndoubted authozitie of thoſe that came af- 
ter, and diſdame not my friends, after ſuche plaine and ſo ma⸗ 
nifeff pzofes, to make (as we terme it) a recant«tion of pour 
error, E V D. All thys notwythſtandyng J can not confeſſe 
Lyſippus, that eyther by theſe reaſons 02 theſe aucthorities, 1 
am pet ſubdued:foꝛaſmuch, as the contrary pzofes that make 
foz Solitarineſſe are both the ſtronger, and þ ſtoze of examples 
to pꝛoue the lame, by many degrees the greter,wherby to foz- . 
tifie if nede ſhouldſo require, by Þ au&horitic of moſt appzoued - 
perſons a matter ſo apparant,as otherwiſe of it ſelfe is clere | 
pnangh. And therefoze to pꝛoteꝛde, where firſt pou alledge the | 
Colitarie life, to be bothe odious and contrarye vnto nature, fo: FB 
this occaſtd chiefly, that it ſcemeth vtterly to aboliſh al frien i- i Þy 
ſhip, which pou lap, ts pꝛincipally to be pzeferred, befoze all o- — 
ther earthly commodities: my meanpng is to make pou vn⸗ 2 
Derſtand, that your opinion in this behalte doth greatly deceiue 
pou. Foz, if thꝛoughly vou conſider wheron conſiſteth, the ve⸗ 
ry life and nature of friendſbip, vou ſhall then perceiue, that as 
all things elſe, fo alſo this holy knot of ours, is by Solit«rineſſe 
- augmented rather than decreaſed, Foz if vertue, acco2ding ta 
the true diſpoſition of love , be a thyng that pꝛocureth the fa- 
uur of all men, and dꝛaweth their affen ions to ioyne friend⸗ 
ſhip with him in whome ſher abideth : How then may it pol⸗ 
ſibly happen, that he that ſhunneth the chcourſe of the people, 
to the ende he may auoide all occaſion of vice, and thereby the 
rather followe vereue moze earneſtly, ſhoulde not friendely 
{one and fauour thoſe, that beare like affection vnto vertue as 


himſelfe. And the rather when he knoweth, that the true foun⸗ 
dation of loae and friendſpip, is Honeſty, whervppo1alſo all o⸗ 
ther things depende, and is nat ignoꝛ ant, that if the vniting ol 
god wil were taken fromthe wo2ld,nepther men noꝛ . 


. 
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noꝛ Cities woulde endure, but that tillage, and all thing elle, 
woulde ſhoꝛtly run to ruine and decay:ſince there is no houſe 
fo well eſtabliſhed, no2 Citie ſo well foztifted, but that by ha- 
tred and diſcorde it map ſone be deſtroyed. Ho that a Wiſeman, 
oughte by no meanes to banyſhe thys tomfoꝛtable friendſhippe 
from his Soliteric dwelling, neither may he il he woulde, fo2 
friendſhip creepeth J know not by what meane, into the ſecrete 
dealings of all kinde ol people, and ſuffcreth no trade of liuing 
to be voide of hir comtoꝛt: foꝛ, though ſome man may be found 
of nature ſo ſauage, that he abhoꝛreth all company, as at A- 
thens one Timon was ſo repoꝛted, yet can he not endure to be 


till alone, but that, either one oꝛ another he muff needly haue, 


to whome he may vtter the crwkednefſe ol his nature. Awiſe- 
man therefo2e be he neuer fo solit⸗ rie, wil foꝛ his recreation (4 
+ ſap finde out) ſome ſuch honeſt and kaithfull friende, as both in 


manners and nature maye reſemble hymſelfe, ſuche one, as is 


+ pleaſaunt, learned, faithfull,eloquent;, not tedious, not tom⸗ 
+ playning, 1 not grudging, not enuious, noꝛ crafty, and — * 


as he maye loue and maye loue him agayne, not foꝛ profit, but 


foꝛ vertue, which onely bꝛerdeth and tontinueth true friendſhip. | 
Foz ſuch fttendes as are choſen but fo profit only, do no lon⸗ 
ger content vs than theyare profitable vnto vs: which as Sere- 
ca repozteth is the cauſe, whpthoſe that are founde to be very 
wealthy, are vſually haunted fo2 the moſt part with company, 
and why ſuch as arencdy, are lefte toliue pining in their mi⸗ 
ferpalone . And thoughe it mapeperadacnture be ſaide, that a 
wiſeman hath nonedcofacquaintaunce,fo2thathe may ſ&me 
fufficiently contented with his owne company, yet of neceſli⸗ 
tye he muffe ſ@ke to p2ocure himſelfe frientes, althoughe foꝛ 
no other octaſion, than that there by her maye haue ſome one, 
vppon whome he may pꝛadiiſe his friendſhip, leaſt otherwiſe ſo 
rare and ercellent a vertue, ſhoulde wholy Ive hidde in him and 
his hap fs harde; that he ſhoulde not haue one ſo ſpetiallybe⸗ 
loued, as tos whome at the leaſte hee myght be willing to en ⸗ 
dure Heh ere fog whom to ſuffer baniſh, and 


fox 


— 
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fo the ſafegarde of whole life, be might readily aduenture tbe 
loſſe ol his ownlife, Foz the mutual loue of theſe aud ſuch like, 
this wiſemantherefoze without caule of offence, mape vſe the 
pleaſure of moderat feaſting, allowing in this behalfethe ſap- . 
ing of Spicurut, that to c ate without cdpany, is to liue like « wolfe. 
Wherin,though many times it may happen, that by the vꝛgẽt 
occaſion of his peculiar affaires, he may not ſtil be abiding in 
the pꝛeſence of his friend, vet this in his abſcce h2 ſhal nat foz- 
get, that a friend is rather tobe poſſeſſed in mind, than in body in whis = 
che degree he may alſo at his pleaſure, either viſite him, conłer 
with bim, helpe him, e togyther enioy ſuche other pleaſures as 
from friendſhip may pꝛocede. Foz pzeſet familiaritie maꝝ wel 
be ſaid to eſtabliſhe true frieadſhip, but nat to begin oꝛ to creat 
the ſame, foꝛ that is onelꝝ to be pꝛotured by vertue, as befoze 
we haue declared. In pꝛofe wherof we may findaniver, who 
though they haue lined a long time togither, yet therby growe 
not at all into friendſhip, bicauſe, of the dinerlityof their man⸗ 
ners, and the greate varietie of theit repugnant natures: other 
ſome again, who almoſt ſo ſone as one beholdeth the other be⸗ 
come p2eſently friendes,bicauſe, nothing is moze amiable tha 
vertue, 892 nothyng, that ſoner pꝛouoketh à man to beneuos 
lence. Therefoꝛe then ſynce of all Societies, there is none ſq 
god, noꝛ none ſo firme, as when god men of lyke condition 
æàre truely lynked, in honeſt loue and acquaintance. togyther: 
From hence I ſay it pꝛocedeth, that a Wiſeman wherſoeuer he 
abideth, wil always ſeke to ioyne frendſhip with ſuche, as are 
likeff to hymſelf, ſuch as with whomhe may as boldly confer 
as with himſelf, and ſuch as foz like loue, mutual; eale, and un- 
fapned god wyll, are but one and the ſame, tt with him 
ſolfe:fo2 ſo is the pꝛecept af byth⸗gorat, that in friendſbip ther 
ſhould be made but one of many. But to poterde, ſince of commios 
weelthes there are two ſozts, wherof the one greate, and vni⸗ 


uerſally Common, that is to ſays the world, the other 5 


peculiar; whezevnto hy birth we are 2 allott 
eme e 


Et contentation oof minde in all their actions, Poulſee therefoze, 
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commendable to p2eferre-; the benefite of the-greater befote 
 wthelefſe: foꝛ, it ſoit be wel done to helpe one oz two, it is reck⸗ 
ned muche better to helpe a whole multitude . But the lame 
this wiſeman may not well perfoꝛme, ſo long, as he is conuer⸗ 
ſaunt abꝛoade in any publike aſſcmbly,bycauſe in ſuch places 
he can neuer be at quiet, but ſhall (full be toꝛmented and bea⸗ 
ten with trouble, as a rocke, with the tempeſtuous waues of 
the Sea. Foz when the people ſhall ſ& bim, to be any thing re⸗ 
pugnant vnto them in their manners, koꝛthwith they all con⸗ 
ſpire againſte him, and wyth the ſting of their malice neuer 
leaue to toꝛment him, vntill they perceiue him, to conſent with 
them in their wickedneſſe, oꝛ to per lde vnto them in their follie, 
Co the ende therefoꝛe that a wiſeman mapperfo2me, this his 
- Chiefe and pꝛintipall dzety, it is necefſary firſt that he remoue 
. the daily thꝛong of the people, and that he with⸗ 
dꝛaw his delight, from the troubleſom concourſeof the multi⸗ 
, tnide; retiring hymſelfe, into ſome ſuche pꝛiuate and ſoliterie 
place, as may be thought apteſt foꝛ his owne ſecuritie, and foz 
the furtherance of hys knowledge in philoſophie:that there re⸗ 
- maynyng among hys comfo2table bones of dyuers ſoꝛtes, vs 


ing them as his friendly companions, ready to goe out wyth 


him whenhepleaſeth,; and to vetourne into dys cloſet agayne 


when he willeth, yea ready at all times, either to ſpeake, o2 to 


de filent, tokepe home, oꝛ to impart their ſecretes abꝛoade in 


the woddes:he may at his pleaſare, either walke and take the 


, ap2e, oʒ exerciſe tillage, oꝛ vſe ſome other honeſt and commen⸗ 
dable paſtime, as to conferre,to exhoꝛte, to tomtoꝛte, to warne, 
to repꝛoue, to tounſell, oꝛ to teach the hidden fto2ies of things. 
that are paſte: Where allo to be ſhozfe,he may by his owne la⸗ 
doure, pꝛeſtribe vnto the woꝛlde ſuche a methode of life, as 
, mayperſwade the people, to haue death in contempt, to vſemo-- 
deration inproſperitie,ffontriefſe in dnerſitie, and to kepe a qui⸗ 
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therwithall beſides a general care to benefit the whole wozldz  - - | 
Foz noman doubteth, but that thoſe who inthetr ſolitarin / ſſe = 
are altogither pdle, flouthfull, and full of dumpiſhneſle, are al JF 
all men moſt miſerable, Py meaning therfoze is not, that this 
Solitarineſſe ſhuld be without company, noz that this quietheſſe,' - wo | 
ſhould become either ſluggiſh, oꝛ fruitleſſe, but ſuch,as lize vn | 
to the Solitarineſſe of Scipio Aﬀicanu, maye benefite manye: in | 
which J woulde haue handled no trifling matters, tending to Br 
. . vup2ofitabletopes,but cauſes,of ſuch impoztance aud weight, 
_- as maynot peedde in the ende, either vnp2ofitable labour, vn⸗ 
honelk gaine, oꝛ any fowle oz ſhameful repꝛach, all whiche J 
exclude from this manner of doctrine:but on the contrary, en⸗ 1 
treaſe ot honeſty, reputation ot᷑ vertue, and rewarde of eternal 1 
. glory;Furthermoze, fo2 that᷑ as reſt vnto lande, ſo recreation | 
vnto wit is ſometyme neteſſarye: J thinke it not amiſſe,. iffoz | | 
the maintenannce of his health, which nothing as the Phiſiti- J 
ons alledge; doth moꝛe pꝛeſerue than moderate exerciſe, thys 
wiſementherefoze acquainte himſelfe in the trade of huſbandry: 
fo; of all things, whereofany gaine may be made, there isno- 
thyng better, nothyng moze p2ofytable, noꝛ anye thyng moze 
contientent foz the reputation of a man. Which was the cauſe | J 
why the Senators of Rome, didde in olde tune dtvell vpon their 1 
farms themſelues, as witneſſeth Cicero, who ſaith:that newes - W 
was b2ought to 1::Quinta« Cincinatus being then at the plougbe, 1 
that he was choſen Dictator of the Empire ; and further repoꝛ⸗ = 
teth, that bothe Curins , and dyuers others were called from (| 
their Conntrey houſes, to the office of Senators. Ioꝛ buſban- | 
drie among our Elders was had in ſuche p2ice, that if they = | 
ealled a man by the name of a god huſbendman , they didde- = 8 
dym (as they thought) very greatee honour . But fee alſo, 1 
dowe farre fozthe Horace cammendeth this manner ot exer-- 1 
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78 The prayſc 
Full. happie maye that man accompted be, 


Whoſe quiet mind from worldly care is —— , 


And frames himſelfe, as erſti it hath bin taught, 
Toweld the plough,neowes the vſer aught.. 


What thinke you nowe my friende, feing that roliterineſſs 

is thus with ſuche a number, both of pleaſant and honoura⸗ 
ble cares accompanyed, will vou therfoze ſceme to ſie and to 
condemne the ſame 2 eſpecially, when alſo pou ſhall ſee that it 


bath alwayes bene adoꝛned, with the pꝛeſence of moſt-nota- 


ble perſons: of whome, thoughe the nummer bee infinite, pet 
JI hope withoute tedioulnefſe I maye repeate a fewe. As fog 
example, what ſaye we firſt of the Philoſophers and Poets? did 
not they,foz the moſte parte ſhunne to dwell in Cities, and 


wholy ſought.to withdzawe them ſelues vnto their $0litarye 


manſions: If of elotinz;,a ſecond p2ince of Philoſophers thto 

Plato, this queſtion wer aſtzed he wold doubtleſſe ; 
this kind of quierneſſe wold rather content him, than the whole 
woꝛld beſides, It of P»thagoras the ſame were demaunded, he 
would not onely comend this trade of lyfe, but would further 
declare himſelf that he trauailed thzoughout diuers waſt and 


ſolitarie places, and that alſo he ſtayed long tyme in the wil⸗ 
derneſſe, herby the rather, to acquaynt hunſelfe with truth: bß 


the erampie of whame, all his ſo2t of followers named Pythes 
goriis,ſreking to auoyde the dayly ſtoꝛmes that happen hy cõ⸗ 
panie, are ſayd, to haue alwayes dwelt in places Solitarie.And 
that Democritus,nolefle fo2 his part perfourmed the lyke, we 


alſo derſtand. As concerning the which, of parmenides and 


Atlas we further enquire, we ſhal like wiſe finde, that the hille⸗ 
are pet called by their names, vpon which they dwelled. Nep- 
ther if the truth were known, would Promethens himſelk deny, 
nd i ae mimikred pᷣ occaſid of that myſtical tale, 


pw 
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that he ii mount Caucaſus was ſtretched abzode to be devon 


red ol a vulture, meaning that there, he emploped himſelf with 
fuch earneſt attention, to the ſerching out of diuers ſecret mi⸗ 


ſceries, that therby his leſhe was greatly abated, whiche no⸗ 
thing empaireth ſo muche as ſtudy. Mhat maye we leſſe con⸗ 
lecture, either of Socrates, Plato, 02 Ariſtotle, but that they all 
delighted in solitarineſſe, though happely at ſonie time, eyther 
the care and regarde ot their ſchallers, oz the necelſſitie of the 
tommon wealth, oꝛ elſe ſome other like vꝛgent occafton, with⸗ 
Kode their pꝛiuate deſires. Further, what ſay we of Anaxago- 
vas, who was alſo of theſameopinion? What of * ensorates,, 
of all the philoſophers the ſeuereſt, and foz his conſtancie aud con- 
tinencie;of all other moſte renoumed? Mhat of xeno the father 
of $toickes? 02 of Carneades amongſt them the paintulleſt: oof 
Criſippns-9 Diogenes, whereof the one was offended with the 
ſalutation of his friends, the other, wyth the very ſhadowe ol 
Alexauder the greate'? Is it not I pꝛave vou to be choughte 
that all theſe, purpoſely ſhunning the ſocietie of the wozlde;. 

pied them out ſuch plates as ſeemed, moſte conuenient and 
free foz themſelues to reſt in, that ſo;they might the rather em⸗ 
ploy their vabourthened mindes, to be alwayes conuerſannt 
in matters of knowledge, whiche otherwiſe the people, wyth 
their infinite varie tie of tores and vanities, woulde haue vt 
terly oppꝛeſſed:knowing right well that their time ol abode in 
the woꝛlde was dut ſhoꝛte, and that death hath a thouſand pa 
ſages to enter into vs, by the doꝛes and windowes as A mape 
terme it ot our ſenſes. To pꝛotede, what ſay we to virgille who 
ficeing from Rome (a plate where greatly he flouriſhed ! 
koꝛ his witte, as foz the affection boꝛne vnto hym by the Fmpe-- 
rour then Loꝛde of the woꝛlde) meanyng thereby to wyth⸗ 
dzawe hymſelke vnto perpetuall Solitarineſſe, was by vn 
tymelp death pꝛeuented of hys purpoſe, and ſo diſcharged from: 
the hurthen or all histares mot withſtandirg, thus much by the 
ſame he declared vnto others, that gol / tarineſſe was the thing 
de chieſiy deſired, to the end therbyt o accompliſh that rare and 


excellent 


The mu 
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excellent wozke, whiche alreadie he hab then begoii, Wihae of 
Horace, who w2iteth of himſelfe, that pꝛincely Rome did not ſg 


muche delite him, as vnfrequented Tiber, 92 peaceable Trent, 
foz as it is ſayde: 


es moſt,the pleſantwods imbrace, 


For tomnes are foes, vnfit for Poets place. 


Next, who is able at large to declare, the laudable diſpoſſ- 
tion of Cicero,02 the extellencie of his glozious quietneſſe?where: 
inuented he his lewes Mhere furniſhed he his Oratour? luhers 
deſcribed he the dueties of [yfe*whcre painted he out the fozmes 
and natures of the Goddes * Where refelled he the opinion of 
Sootbſayers,the rote of all errgur ? where ſet he downe the li- 
mittes of good and euillꝰ 02 where crhozted he men to the tus 
die of Philoſophie, but in his solitarie plates of reſt 2 Wherm,; 
to the ende his tyme might not vainely be ſpente, be applyen 
both his wit and induſtrie (as himſelfe repozteth) to the exer⸗ 
tiſe ot w2iting. Farther, marke alſo what Qgintilian repo:leth 
of Demoſtbenes, the greateſt Orator among the Grecians ; That 
feruente louer of Solitarineſſe, vſed to walke (ſapeth he) along 
the coaſt of the ſea, that ſo he might acquainte his eares with 
the roaring of the water, to the ende therby to embolden him 
ſelfe, the better to endure the daily noyſe and murmure of hyn 
««ditorie:this allo (ſaith he) is that Demoſthenes, well knowen 
to the woꝛld to haue painefully lerned, and that in the deſerts, 
that extellent arte ol oratorie, which after elſe where he pꝛaui⸗ 
ſed abꝛoade in diuers notable Cities. If theſe may not ſuffiſe; 


what ſay we then of $enec«? who from a towns man ot cor- 


dab. betonuning after a Citizen and famous ſenator of Rome. 
wyth no ſmall ioye of minde, remembzeth notwithſtanding. 
his solitarie lining in Corſica, and pꝛeferreth the baſe eſtima⸗ 

tion ot that his quiet erile, befoꝛe this the courtlike eſtate ot 


bis troubleſome gloꝛy:foꝛ albeit, in another ꝑlace he ſeeme is T 
: "Ou anne here he W 
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we there deiniled, ————_ befoze repeated, 
pet if you marke well bis wozbs, youſhall lind that 
he ſpeaketh the ſame ol none but of fwles;and of as are 


- fuer muche ruled by their owne affeaions: fo2 ſo, we are als - 


wayes wont (ſaith he) to directe the fearefull and dumpithe 
perſon in his Solitarie liuing, that thereby tnaduilediy he durt 
not hunſelfe: whereby it appeareth that be perautteth not ow 
ly this life vnta others, but farther perſwadeth his friend Lis 
ciliu to eſterme of the ſame, ta whom he ſaieth: flee my friend 


rom the multitude, fie from a ſmall number, yea flee fromes 
uery one,foz J know hum not in whoſe company A. wold haue 


ther to remaine: ſe thertoꝛe hot well J iuage of ther, that 4 
dare aduenture to commit thee to thy ſelfe, and to the ſ way ot 
thine owne direction. What of s cipio, he that ſirſt by his noble 
actes and app2oued yalo2,- deſerues the ſurname of Africanw? 


lite, that of humſelfe he was wont to ſap, bat he was neuer more 
leyſurleſſe than when he was full of leyſure, nor neuer leſſe — 
wh he wa all alone: fog, when thus he was alone, his ver- 
tue did not reſte and languiſh in ydleneſſe, but was rather ac⸗ 
companted wyth moſte commendable cares : And thoſe two: 
things, that is to ſap Keſte and want of Company, whiche vnto- 
others were occaſion of louthfulneſſe, to this man were helps 
to pꝛouoke him vnto gosdueſſe. . What of scipiohys nephew, 


called allo by the name of affricams , was not he: likewiſe ſo. 
deſirous of reſt, that ofte times with Lelius he would play the 


huſbandman, ofte times conferre with him abzoade, and mas 
ny times wander himſelfe alone along the ſea coaſfte of Jay, 
where to kepe him from pdleneſſe,” he would nat ſticke to env, 
. — — 
Carthage and Numantia, to the gathering cockle 

ſtones. What of Epainonds, with whome the whole gloꝛye 
of the Thebans was bozne, and wyth: whome allo it dyed.: did. 
not her (whoſang very well to his inftrument)commende and 


e ee 


/ 


was not he J pꝛaye you ſo greate a fauourer of this inde of - - 
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Nhat ol Auguſtus Ce ſar, who alwayes wiſhed 


Curi ins, the F brician: m man other deſides, that haue ſpente 


n 
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of Achilles ? who thoughte the interchaungeable chen 
of quietneſſe,a thing veryneceſlary to eaſe hym ſontetyme from 
daungeroustoyle of his labourfome warfare. What of Hercu- 
lee, who in the middeſt of a deſert is ſayd to haue taken (as it 


is repozted in Tallic)that holeſome counſell fo2 the direction of 
dis lyte, when by foztune being bzonght vnto a place deuided 


into tina ſeuerall waves,the one of pleaſure the other of vert=e, 
at length after much deliberation, deſpifing that of pleaſure, hee 
entred the way that leade vnto vertu, whiche bꝛought hym in 

the end not onely to the toppeofhumaine glory, but allo to the 
number and felowſhip of the Gods. What of Numa pompilius : 


Fenn np OG RON PI re 


wol the Romaine Empire, when he bent hpmlelke to 
the making of anylawes, fo2 the better ſtay andgouernment 
of his people, he woulde vſually then departe krom allcompa- 
wy, and wpthd:zawe hym fo; atyme vnto a deſert wade; that 
was fifteenentics diſkant o: thereabouts from the Citie. 
attaine vi 
to this reſt ? ſoꝛ whatſoeuer he thoughte of, oꝛ ocuethee 
fpake of, it was almayes direced to this oneiy end: this was 
the eaſe of his pzeſent turmoyle, this iwas the rewarde of hys 
labours fozcpaſſed, and this only was his comfozt in time foz 
to come. Yea what of solon himſclfe, who though of bhyscom- 
mon wealth, he were the firſt law maker, gonernso2 and dire- 
&o2,yet in his latter age he gaue himlelfe (as we reade in pla- 
to his dixlogue called Timexs) toa contrary ſtudp, ard is alſo, 
to be recknedamong the nunnber of our solitarie perſons, But 
I make J perteiue to muche halte, J-multe therefoze tourne 
backe a little, 'fo2 that I: hane onerflipped the uintians, the 


the greateſt parte of their liues inthe Cduntrep. It now to the 
example of theſe vou wil not ſerme to gine credite, call then to 


pour remembꝛaunte our olde father Adam, the firſt of al man 


Rinde, and you ſhall finde, that ſu long as he lined alone, no 
creature vas euer moze h«ppic; and when be wan decompanied, 
no man was after R fo; TED 


— — 


* : — 
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„„ 
on. After whome, conſider Jpzay vou the general fate;of all 
the Prophetes and Patriarches, and by them it wyil appeare, 
that they nepther dwelled in Citie noz P-llace , hut io 
themſelues in their homely cabines, amid the wide and open 
feldes: in whiche plates, they were thought moſte wozthy to 
talke with God, and to reteiue from hum thoſe promiſes, whit 
che linꝛe we haue ſerne fulfilled. And foꝛget not with3il;; bowe 
ofte the ſaziour of, mankinde himſelfe, went both to the moun ; 
taines, and to the Solitarie deſertes, yea at the very tume of hyvs 
paſſion, when he pꝛayed fo2 vs ſa earneſtiy to bis father: by the 

manner wherot he lefte vnto vs, a perten rule and trample of 
life, expꝛeſſing thereby the way that leadeih toetern al banſſe. 
Neither let this be vnknowen vnto vou, that his grrate foꝛe⸗ 
runner (John) he I meane that with his finger pointed, at the 
diuine perſon of: Chriſte dur ſauicur, made alſo his above in the 
Wilderneſſe. Waſte of all, it ſhali not be amiſle it I put van in 
minde, howe the golitarie waddes of Argipt, at the imitation 
of Asthonint, Hilarion, and Maccrius, were aſter repiemiſhen 
— 2H — 


| tong ſame to haue eſpertally 
bin perfozmed,by —— Benedicddut, he whom 
. Gregory the great ſogreatly com:nendeth;thatfrd his nfs? 
cy he was a louer aſ vertur, an open contemner + enimy vnto 
vice;wherby,although be bad already wel entred (as it maybe 
thought)» right way ta becurn;vet to the ena, he miqbt thereto 
me ſafely attaine, he bath ſoſoe Roue t Nurſda, o Þ which, 

in the ane he was onght vn in the other boꝛne, ſa j byby cui 
ſtame | noture, he had god otcaſion to loue the both, wholy be 
tak himſelf to end reſt af his life, of ſacred a go litary ta- 


nes: where, hom vertuouſſy heine d, I need not I dope at al to 
relate, ſazaſmuch as diuers wel MP" w2(ters,togither — 
9. _ genera) 
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generall gad repozte, baue ſutficiently from time to time de⸗ 
clared the ſame: withthe-remembzaunce of whome, A thinks 
beſt at this tyme to leaue, foz that, it wold be to long I ſee'to 


| |  repeate;the multitude of thoſe that from that tune hither haue 

oo followed his ſteps, and haue bene earneſtiy perſwaded, parts 

| by example, partely hy nature, and partly by dinine inſpiration, 

i} + | themſelues from the daily troubles and vexati⸗ 

j on of the woꝛide. Howe therefoꝛe, as touching the farther = 

1 tommendation of 5ol:tarineſſe, uhich hathe already bene ton | 
|, ſtirmed, firſt by argumentes andafter by examples, I haue 

4 friendes no moꝛe ta ſape, but onely that it ſemeth a verye 


1 | heavenly matter, and therefoꝛe, not without greate cauſe, may 
1 + -- {t wellbenamedaſingulay life: the whiche;that it is intruths 
the veryſole and onely lyfe vnto all other liues, the wozdes of = 
cicero may very well teſtifve. This our life (ſayth he) whiche 
ts called life, is inderde deabb, but that other is the anly life that 
is apte fo2 All poadneſſe, a lift that amendeth our mexners, ſub⸗ 
dueth dur affections, purgeth dur offences, abateth' uirOvices; 
_ andcencxeaſeth oure vVertzes-2:A life that is the mother of 
it , Philoſophie, thehelper of Poetrie, the reueler of Propheſie ; pe | 
1 the onelpmainteiner of alldenotion and bolineſſe: Anda life to 
make ſhote, that of all other lives is molt Angetica?!,anviiighs 
| - | oft reſembling to that topfull.and heauentp life, 4 emo 
1 we all deſite tuattame. But what ſuy vont the laſłe 
matter O Ter, f — — 
ſtanding all theſe arguments alledgedz is no whit yet remoned | 
1 —Uä—ĩ —— —— — 
1 — | toꝛ mp vum part 7 — 
any thing may be added to that:whiths is ſpoken, 'Wherein} 
fo2 that yau bath: diſagree in opinion (aeco2ding tothe man = 
ner of alt diſputers) to tho ende, we may thereloꝛe finiſh this 
doubtfull controuerfic; regard ivto be had both of the tine und 
e e Was gce thyo kindes of 
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Solitarineſſe Che firſteof Time, as th quienetouſ height 8 
whiche nature hath equally allotted all creatures, to the ende %. 
thereby, to refceſhe themſelues after their fozmer labour: the 
ſeconde of place, and the third of the Minde. To the laſte reci- * 
ted, whereof ought all men doubtleſſe to be perſwaded, the 
meaning of whyche is nomoze ineffect , but that they dwell 
with themſelues, and conuerſe but with fewe, aud thoſe alſo + 
that are good: foz nothing moze doth comfozte the winde, than 
the faithfull familiaritie and agrement of god men. The soli- 
tarineſſe of place, is to becommended only vnto thoſe, that haue 
the knowledge howe to vie the ſame: fo2 it is vnpollible, al- 
thoughe we haue all one certaine and pꝛeſtribed ende of oure 
lines, vet that all men ſhoulde therefoꝛe followe, one and the 
ſame very trade of lining. In the choice whereof, eche man 
ought firſt tobe well aduiſed, both howe nature hathe framed 
bim, and how after he hath diſpoſed himfelfe : Foz ſome there 
are to'whom the solitarie life is mozepainfull than death, am 
to whom it will alſo be occaſton of 4eath,which only hapneth 
to thoſe that are vnſkilfull, chiefly, if they wat a companion 
wth whometheymaychatte,bycauſe, they can neither talke 
with themſelnes, 1102 canferre wyth their bokes, but as frutt- 
leſle blackes, remayne altogyther dumbe ard vnpꝛ oſitable. 
Neyther is it at all any maruayle, fo2 $oliterineſſe wythoute * 
learnir, @very baniſh ment, oꝛ rather a pꝛiſon:but, it ſo thou 
baue lea. will it ſeme as pleaſaunt vnto the as thy 
natiue ſoile ,lopned with abundaunte of libertie and delight. 
This is the reſt that by the ſentence ol Cicero is ſo plainly ve» 
rified, where he aſketh, what is fweter than learned reſt? And to 
the ſame ende I take it this ſaying of Seneca may be alſo ap⸗ 
plyed: That reſt without learning i sas Hl as death, and the very ſe- 
pulture of « live man. This Solitarineſſe of place, is therefoze a 
ſay to be pꝛeferred vnto ſtudents, to ſuch only as are thought 
to be wiſe: and vet no otherwyſe, but that when neede ſhall 
require, thep may againe come ab2oade, refuſing no per. 
ther fo2 the ſafetie of their countrey, 02 fo2 the ſauegarde of 

dab ty, their 
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their friendes. W it were a thing vaiuft, that any man ſhulo 
pꝛeſerue his life, giuen him firſt by nature koꝛ the only vie an 


behole ol his countrey,ſo long till ſhe enfozcehun againefoz ta 


loaue it:and ſhould nat as willingly be content to beſtowe it in 

the defence of his countrey, when by vꝛgent occaſion ſhe requi⸗ 
reth the ſame, and when with honour he may glozioully loſe it, 
but ſhall rather choſe to liue in ſhame and reproche, than to dys 
with fame and euerlaſting reno wne. A wile man therfozeought 
chiefive to knowe, howe beſfe to applye bothe cane and place, 
aſwell vnto $oliterineſſeas to $ocictic, following therin as nere 
as he map, the example of ſuche as in loꝛmer time, haue to his 
knowle dge perfozmed the like. . VSE vs, vou haue ſabe 
herem ( my friend) bothe well and truely, foz we ſmed J-pers 
teiue to contend, ot the diucrſty of time and allo ol place, and 
pet wer haue thereot, made all this while no mention at all: 
—— —v— — — — 
S vDOx ys. rue it is Lyſppus,amdthers 
— now make an end, ſos the night dzaweth on apace; 
warning vs therby to leaue our boate, and to depart eche one 
to his lodging till to moꝛrowe: at what time, and dai bereafs 
ter, ſo long as by occaſton we ſhall cantinye togither, we wil 
againe beginne to deale intheſe cauſes, eſpecially ſuche, as 
hall be thought to Ion 
tending either to the ſtave of onreſſetiorg atone 

feere 02 deſire, and whereby alſo or 1p 

Ke out ol the dale 
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